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Dates For Your Diary 

 

December 

 

Monday 7th December 

Christmas Card postbox available 

 

Wednesday 9th December 

Year One Christmas Production 

1:45pm 

Mayor’s Carol Concert 7pm 

 

Thursday 10th December 

Foundation Festivities 2pm 

Year One Christmas Production 

6pm 

 

Wednesday 16th December  

Junior Christmas Celebrations at 

Wantage Parish Church 1:30pm 

 

Thursday 17th December 

School Christmas Lunch 

 

Friday 18th December 

Term ends 12:00 (11:50 for 

Foundation Stage) 

 

January 

 

Monday 4th January 

Term begins 

 

Friday 8th January 

Swimming Miss Malpas, Mrs 

Witney and Miss Cadman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am delighted to have recently been 

officially appointed as Head Teacher at 

Charlton Primary School. I have been 

overwhelmed by the support and 

feedback from both pupils and parents. 

Charlton Primary School has a 

tremendous amount of strengths and I 

consider it a privilege to work with the 

whole school community, to build on 

current successes and to take the school 

forward. The vision I and all the staff share is to make Charlton an 

outstanding school with outstanding staff – a school that enables pupils 

to excel. 

 

I see the relationship between parents and school as an essential 

partnership. Parents are crucial to the success story of any school. I 

believe that with all of us working together, we can make this a very 

successful journey. I intend to share more regularly with you 

information and up-dates on the progress we are making. I have 

summarised our plans for development for this year over on the next 

page. 

I look forward to meeting you, if I haven’t already. You are invited to 

phone me or visit the school any time that you have a question or concern 

about your child. You will also see me outside at the beginning and end of 

each day, as often as possible, so please come and say “Hi!” 

Finally, I would like to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to all those that help and 

support the school in the many ways you do. From helping out with trips, 

being an extra hand, listening to readers or as part of our incredible 

PTA team. It really makes a difference and is greatly appreciated . 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 

 

Steven Rose  

 



TEACHING 

 Ensure teaching is consistently good and often 

outstanding  

 Ensure marking and feedback is clear and 

understood by pupils leading to identifiable 

improvements and better understanding. 

 To continue striving toward outstanding 

provision in the Foundation Stage 

 To ensure all staff have access to quality and 

on-going professional development 

opportunities 

THE WIDER SCHOOL  

 Wider and improved 

communication channels with 

parents developed and 

maintained  

 Improve and develop website 

 Earn recognition for our PE 

and Sport provision by 

gaining GOLD mark 

 Become an accredited 

storytelling school 

 Eco School award 

 Offer hot lunches to all 

pupils across the school and 

in an increasingly flexible 

way 

CURRICULUM 

 To develop an engaging curriculum 

which creates memorable learning 

experiences for all pupils 

 Problem solving, reasoning and 

literacy opportunities embedded 

across the curriculum 

 To increase the amount and 

diversification of our extra-

curricular offer 

 Improve the provision of music 

through the use of a specialist 

music teacher 

RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

 Develop a school library that contains a wide selection of stimulating fiction and non-fiction texts to 

support learning across subjects and reading for pleasure  

 Develop the newly establish Art Studio to enrich the wide curriculum 

 Improve the school environment:- improve pedestrian access, add scooter racks to the scooter shelter, 

provide benches and tables together with new play equipment in the main playground (PTA funded project),  

establish Music Room, and up-date school internally 

 Maintain fresh and vibrant displays 

ATTAINMENT 

 Achievement in Maths is as strong as reading and 

writing 

 Maintain or better the excellent standards of 

attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 

 Better the good standards of attainment at the end 

of Key Stage 2 

 Embed new assessment system (based on End of Year 

Expectations) across the school  

 

 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT OVER THE COMING YEAR 



Year One:  This term, the Year Ones have been learning about Autumn, with a focus on nocturnal animals and light and 

dark. We have done the Big Write for the first time, based on the book “Owl Babies”, and have since 

written our own version of the story - “The Three Hoglets”. We have also been very busy rehearsing 

for our Nativity Play which is called “Gifts for the King”. We will be performing this to parents/carers 

on Wednesday 9th December (afternoon performance at 1.45pm) and an evening performance on 

Thursday 10th December at 6pm.  

Year Three: Our theme this term has been Pirates and Mapping, culminating in a visit from the star of 

it all, Captain Cutlass. Captain Cutlass has been leaving them interesting gifts such as parrot feathers, a 

compass, a treasure map, a diamond and even gold coins (chocolate ones!) Children were very excited to 

meet the person with whom they have been communicating; it was a great visit! 

 

Upper School 

 

Maths Challenges: Our Mathematicians have been very busy this term. Six children from Year Six went 

to St Edward’s School for a maths challenge, where over 30 schools entered. Teams of two had to 

complete various challenges against the clock. The following week four children from Year Four competed 

in a similar challenge at Summer Fields School. All our teams did very well, coming in the top half of the finalists in all 

cases.  

Primary Maths Challenge: On the 20th of November, Charlton Primary School did a maths challenge- just for fun. Lots of 

schools across England and Wales took part in the maths challenge but only Years Five and Six took 

part. Some people found it hard whilst some people found it easy. Everyone who took part in the 

challenge would get a certificate. However, people who did well would get a bronze; people who did 

really well would get a silver and people who did amazingly well would get a gold certificate! Thanks to 

Mrs Walters for registering our school to take part and for administering and marking the tests.  

By Charlie Baldwin  

Upper School visit to Didcot Sewage Works: Each Wednesday of this term, classes from Years 

Four, Five and Six have visited the sewage treatment works at Didcot. This was to help us with our topic which is titled: 

Will we ever see the water that we drink again? As part of the visit we leant about what makes a dirty drain and a clean 

drain, then we put hard hats and special gloves then had a tour and we leant how dirty water becomes clean water. So, will 

we ever see the water that we drink again? We think the answer to this is yes because water will never run out unless we 

have no sewage works. By Robert Hill 

Y6 Junior Citizenship visit to Oxford Fire Station: On Monday 23rd November, Year Six visited Oxford Fire Station to 

take part in Junior Citizenship. This is a PSHCE programme designed to help children from all over the county to stay safe. 

Whilst we were there we took part in different activities designed to teach us how to respond and stay safe in 

emergencies. We learnt about road safety, how to stay safe in a fire and to get out, stay out, call 999, and how to help 

people in road traffic collisions. Now we know how to stay safe in emergencies and how to deal in real situations. By Emma 

Jackson   

Y6 Injury Minimisation Programme at the John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford: On Wednesday 2nd 

and Thursday 3rd December, Year Six visited the John Radcliffe Hospital to take part in IMPS. 

During this visit we learnt all kinds of things like what DRS ABC stands for (dangers, response, shout, 

airway, breathing, CPR.) We also learnt how to do this which was funny as we had to give mouth to 

mouth to dummies. Then we went and watched a short film and learnt about what to do and who to 

call in different scenarios. Our favourite part was getting to interact with the different 

machines and having casts put on our fingers. We even know how to put these kinds of 

casts on using only plaster of Paris and water. To conclude we had a wonderful time on 

our IMPs trip and hope that next years Year Six will like it as much as we did. By Holly 

Hooper 

 

School Sports: Charlton football team had the chance to wear their new football kit last week. The kit was 

kindly supplied by Wantage Town F.C. Jeremy Moor from Wantage delivered the kit during the summer and we 

are very grateful to him and the club for the fact that we get to wear the new Nike kit. Mr Oyston beamed 

"The school kit is a wonderful gift and we are eternally grateful that they chose us to be the school that gets 

to wear it."  

 

Captain Cutlass! 

Year Four Maths Challenge 

Mrs Irwin’s class at the Sewage 

Charlton Team in their new kit! 



 

REQUESTS AND REMINDERS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: We are now required by the DfE to have written consent for all medicines 

brought into school.  If your child needs to take medicine in school, please give it to the office who will ask you 

to complete a form requiring you to state time and dosage to be taken and consent for us to do this on your 

behalf.  Please do not give any medicines to the class teacher as they will not have the necessary documentation. 

We would also like to remind all parents that they should not give children any individual sachet of medicines, 

including Calpol in their lunchboxes.  

 

CHRISTMAS CARD POST: From Monday 7th December, the school Christmas Postbox will be 

up and running. To use this, your child will need to put the full name and class of the recipient 

on the envelope. The cards are distributed by our helpful Year Six “elves”! Please ask your 

children to put their cards in the box rather than handing them out themselves, this makes for 

a lovely and exciting tradition. 

 

 

SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 
 

* This term the children have really enjoyed taking part in the Michael Morpurgo Reading Challenge, setting 

their own target of how many books to read. We are keen that the children read for pleasure and Morpurgo's 

writing makes this possible for a wide range of reading abilities. Some children were already familiar with many 

of the books, whilst others were reading them for the first time, sometimes with extra help from home. So 

thank you if you have encouraged, shared, read or discussed the books with them - it makes a huge difference. 

On request more challenges will follow!  

* Thanks to PTA funds and a cake sale organised by Holly Hooper, James Kent and Milly Montgomery we were 

able to renew and increase our library collection. Many of the new titles were requested by the children 

themselves and it has been great to watch their enthusiasm and interest as they share their reading 

experiences and recommendations with each other. A special thank you also to parents and staff who have 

generously supported us with donations, books and their time in an effort to make 

our library the best it can be.  

*Top tip for all bookworms! A great website for book ideas is: 

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk. It allows searching by age range, genre and offers 

excellent reviews, and in most cases you can even read an extract online. Great 

place for gift ideas! 

PTA NEWS 

Your child will have brought some raffle tickets home last week. The Christmas raffle is one of the PTA’s 

biggest events of the year, and they work very hard to make sure that the hampers are all amazing prizes, 

thanks to your generosity in donating hamper items. If you can buy tickets, and sell them on to friends and 

relatives, it would be greatly appreciated. If you can’t, please remember to return the tickets to the office 

anyway, as we are required to account for them all under the terms of the raffle licence. 

Many thanks to all the children and parents who have returned their sponsorship money for the PTA 

Sponsored Walk that took place on Friday 9th October. You have raised an amazing £2140!! A special 

mention for Damian-Lee Spindloe-Hall in Mrs Base’s class, who raised a fantastic £75 and also the Day 

Family who together raised £106. It's not too late to hand in your sponsor money, we are still collecting, 

please pop your money in an envelope with your name and class on, and place it in your classroom tray. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=blue+peter+logo+2015&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DiA5gPfBOCpE&psig=AFQjCNE67fOHVvkBbXyFb4dT4lq86UJUGA&ust=1449220625729091


Our brand new kitchen opened in October, and is proving a huge success. Having a kitchen in our 

school allows for greater efficiency, and there has been a corresponding increase in the uptake of 

hot dinners. Mr Rose told us, “It is great to see our younger children enjoying a hot meal together 

at school. We hope to be able to roll this opportunity out to the whole school by the end of the 

academic year.” 

FOCUS ON: SCHOOL DINNERS! 

 

MEET THE COOKS! 

 

Q: Could you introduce yourselves, please? 

A: We are June Hayes and Nicky Atkinson. 

Q: How long have you been cooking at Charlton? 

A: Since October, but June used to bring all the 

food over and serve it here before we had the new 

kitchen. 

Q: What do you think of the new kitchen? 

A: It’s great! We really like the “Rational”, it cooks 

everything really efficiently and it even self-cleans! 

Q: What’s your favourite thing to cook? 

A: Everything! The children seem to like chip day and 

roast day the best, though. 

Q: What do you like best about school dinners? 

A: Everything we cook here is cooked from fresh 

and locally sourced, where possible, so we feel very 

proud of that. 

Q: Do you like working together? 

A: We work really well as a team. We went to school 

together, so we’ve known each other for 22 years!  

 

 

June and Nicky. 

“The pizza and chips taste super-duper 

good!” Max Buckingham, Year One. 

The salad bar. 

Baked potatoes, 

Seasonal 

Vegetables, 

Vegetable Rice 

and Herby 

Chicken.  

The three week rolling menu. An invitation to Christmas 

Lunch! 

My favourite meal is 

pizza! - Amelie Bourva, 

Year One. 

 

Mine is fish and chips! - 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

Wantage/Didcot Devils Basketball Club: Mondays 4—5:30 at The Dome 

(KAs West Site), £3 per session (first session free!) Booking via 

enquiry@didcotdevils.org or contact Steve Claringbould (Level 2 Coach) 

07899801460 or clazone@mac.com. Some exciting news from this club; 7 

Charlton boys played in the Oxford Central Venue U12 Basketball League at 

Wallingford School on 10 October. They were Oli Claringbould, James 

Bourva, Samuel Spencer, Harley Strickland-Smith, Joseph Froud, Kuba 

Pienkos and Toby Boys. The boys did really well and finished third in their first ever Tournament! 

Christmas Workshop at The Mix (15, Mill Street):  

Wrap it up! Sat 12th December, 2 – 5pm. Save money and trees this Christmas by learning how to 

make your own gift boxes, bags and wrapping paper. Drop-in workshop, £3 per person. Suitable for 

all ages.  

For more information on what’s happening at The Mix, go to www.thewantagemix.wordpress.com 

Wantage Library Events:  

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 9:30am, free computer help available at the 

library. To book your one-to-one session call 01235 762291. 

Last Saturday of every month—all day—Wantage Library Book Sale.  

7th December, 11th January and 1st February, 4:45-5:30, Wantage Pixel Club are holding 

Minecraft sessions for children aged 5—12. Bring laptop or tablet with Minecraft on it. Parents are 

asked to stay. To book a free session email sylwiapresley@gmail.com.  

Creative Kidz: This is a craft and imaginative play space in Wantage in Arbery Arcade. Bring your 

children along and enjoy a drink and a cake while your little ones enjoy a creative craft activity. 

Visit www.creativekidz.co.uk or call 07837 998483 for more information.  

Website: www.charltonschool.wordpress .com 

Fundraising News 

Children in Need: Our school raised £340 for Children in Need with our “Heroes Day”, so a big 

thank you to all of you. There were some amazing costumes, a testament to the creativity and 

ingenuity of children and parents! 

Charlton’s Basketball Boys! 

AN APPEAL! We have some lovely new planters, provided by 

the PTA. Now all we need is to fill them! Can you help? 

Perhaps you have some soil left over from a project, some 

plants to spare, or some free time and green fingers? If you 

have anything to offer, please let the office know.  

Thank you. 



VALE ACADEMY TRUST VACANCIES 

Charlton Primary School require a teaching assistant to work as part of our highly committed Foundation Stage team, 

although where successful candidates would be deployed may be subject to change, depending upon whole school needs. 

You should be someone with flexibility, a positive outlook, an ability to work independently and as part of a team. Previous 

experience working in this area is desirable. 

Hours will be between 8.45am and 1:00pm Monday to Friday and the post is temporary until 31st August 2016 in the first 

instance. Lunchtime supervision duties will be included. 

Charlton is a friendly, inclusive and popular school in Wantage. Our children are at the heart of everything we do and we aim to 

help each pupil achieve the highest standards across a broad and inspirational curriculum. 

The successful applicant will: 

Enjoy the rewarding challenge of working with young children and their families. 

Play a full part in our friendly Foundation Stage team, supporting children’s learning through both play and adult directed 

activities.  

Have the opportunity to develop skills in making observations of children’s play and learning and to help to plan the next steps 

in their learning. 

Offer flexibility, a positive outlook, and an ability to work independently and as part of a team.  

Closing date for applications Wednesday 9th December. Interviews will take place on Friday 11th December. Please call, email 

or visit the school office on 01235 762861 for an application form 

CHARLTON PRIMARY SCHOOL, CHARLTON VILLAGE RD, WANTAGE OX12 7HG. TEL: 01235 762861 

Email: office@charlton.vale-academy.org 

Head teacher: Mr Steven Rose 

Temporary Teaching Assistant – 1 Year Contract Grade 4  

Start date: 4th January 2016 or as soon as possible thereafter 

 

Permanent Home School Link Worker 

Grade 8, 15 hours a week  - see Oxfordshire County Council website (www.oxfordshire.gov.uk) for further details.   

Deadline for application form 11th December.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS OF  

PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Please note that if your child was born between 1st 

September 2011 and 31st August 2012 (inclusive) you 

need to apply now for a primary school place for that 

child. The closing date for applications is 15th January 

2016. You must apply for a place even if your child  

attends nursery. You can apply online at: 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions 


