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Dates For Your Diary 

 

February  

Friday 5th February 

Swimming; Miss Cadman, Mrs 

Witney, Miss Malpas 

Thursday 11th February 

School closes 3:15 pm 

Friday 12th February 

Staff Inset Day 

Monday 22nd February 

School opens 

Friday 26th February 

Swimming; Miss Davies, Mrs 

Rose, Mr Oyston 

 

 

March 

Tuesday 1st March 

Discussion Evening 4-6 pm Main 

School, 3:30-6 pm Foundation 

Thursday 3rd March 

Discussion Evening 5-7 pm Main 

School, 3:30-6 pm Foundation 

Friday 4th March 

Swimming; Miss Davies, Mrs 

Rose, Mr Oyston 

Friday 11th March 

Swimming; Miss Davies, Mrs 

Rose, Mr Oyston 

Friday 18th March  

Swimming; Miss Davies, Mrs 

Rose, Mr Oyston 

School Disco, 7-9 pm 

Wednesday 23rd March 

School closes 12:00 

Thursday 24th March 

Staff Inset Day 

 

April 

Monday 11th April  

School opens 

Friday 15th April 

Swimming; Miss Davies, Mrs 

Rose, Mr Oyston 

Dear Pupils and Parents, 

Despite far too many wet play times and soggy PE sessions the children’s enthusiasm 

and zest for learning has never wavered. In assemblies we have talked much about 

having the right mind set for learning and using a positive attitude to change 

situations for the better.  

As you will see, we have all enjoyed many wonderful things this term and last. We 

like to start each new topic with a WOW! Starter. To this end, Year Three dressed 

up illustrating countries from around the world for their topic, “What a Wonderful 

World”, and Years Four, Five and Six dressed as Romans to start their topic on that 

subject. Looking at enriching other areas of the curriculum, Year Six impressed us 

all with their “Strictly Dancing”, while Years Four and Five have invented and 

created their own delicious soups, and children from many year groups have had 

access to our wonderful Forest Schools experience.  To stretch some of our more 

able children, we took them to KA’s for Poetry and Maths workshops. And from 

active minds to active bodies; we have entered sporting events from swimming to 

athletics, competing with schools from across Oxfordshire.  

The up-dated school library is forging ahead through the hard work and direction of 

Mrs Gill. It has been super to see our pupils thumbing through and regularly utilising 

our Non Fiction section. From planets and the solar system to sports, from insects 

to geography and science, the topics available for the children to explore and peruse 

are extensive. Our Fiction Library has been a hive of activity, particularly at 

lunchtimes when our team of wonderful library monitors continue to develop the 

library system. Longer term, along with desperately needed new shelving, we are 

looking to incorporate more of our touch screen technology into this area. I have 

enjoyed seeing our pupils’ reading achievements shared and celebrated in Assembly. 

Our term ends with an INSET day on the 12th February. Feedback from parents is 

that you would like to know more about how we use these training and development 

days. During our last INSET teachers visited other schools and had time to discuss 

and reflect on their own practice. For our next INSET staff will be undertaking a 

day of First Aid Training in order to keep our knowledge and practice up-to-date. 

Looking ahead please don’t forget to book a discussion evening slot which takes place 

during the second week of Term 4. We will also be celebrating World Book day that 

week (3/3/16). More information to follow but as usual we will be dressing up as our 

favourite book characters.  

I would like to use this opportunity to say a big ‘Thank You’ to all our volunteers that 

give up their time to help in classrooms, listen to readers, present on topics or use a 

particular expertise they might have. No matter how small or large all these extras 

collectively add to make a significant difference to the educational experience we 

are creating for our pupils. 

Following consultation with the pupils I am now awaiting final plans and tenders from 

our shortlisted suppliers with a view to moving ahead as soon as possible with the 

new playground additions, the funds for which have been raised solely by the PTA. 

The PTA continue with boundless energy planning fundraising events, the last of 

which was the school disco. We are holding another disco next term, and keep an eye 

out for further details of the planned Family Bake Off event on the 30th April. 

I do hope you enjoy this newsletter and discover more about what your children are 

experiencing, enjoying and achieving across the school. 

Mr Rose 

 

 



Year One:  A visit 

from Bright Sparks on 

7th January ensured 

that Year Two had a 

“Wow!” start to their 

new topic ‘The 

Chocolate Teapot’, 

which is all about materials and their properties. 

The hands-on 

workshops with dry 

ice, bubbles and slime 

guaranteed an 

exciting morning for 

everyone, and 

stimulated lots of 

thinking and 

questions. “I closed my eyes because I thought 

it was smoke but it was the dry ice and it was 

really, really good!” said Rosie. Penelope told us, 

“It was really exciting when we made slime!”  

Year Three: The term three Geography topic 

for Year Three is "What a Wonderful 

World".  Children dressed up in costume from 

their chosen country or continent on the first 

day back after Christmas break. We had an 

amazing display of costumes ranging from 

Hawaiian people in hula skirts to Mexicans in 

sombreros. The children then dressed up again 

for Mrs. Witney's assembly and told interesting 

facts about their 

country to the rest 

of the school. They 

also sang "What a 

Wonderful World", 

the song made 

famous by 

Louis Armstrong.  

 

 

 

Some Year Threes in their 

world costumes. 

Making slime! 

Dry ice excitement! 

Year Six: Poetry Masterclass at KA’s. On 21st 

January six pupils from Year Six went to KA’s to 

take part in a poetry masterclass. Mrs Wigley 

gave them some really good information and read 

them a poem for inspiration. They said “it was 

really fun being challenged and it was really good 

because we got to make our poem about a season 

of our choice.” One 

said “It was inspiring 

seeing other people’s 

work.” 

In summary, Holly 

Hooper, James Kent, 

Harriet Cox, Toby 

Boys, Isobel Pattison 

and Isabel Mackay all 

enjoyed the poetry masterclass and hope there 

will be a third one. They also said that it will 

really help them in future pieces of writing.  

By Holly Hooper.  

Years Four and Five: Years 

Four and Five have been 

looking at soup as part of 

their Design and Technology 

topic this term. From 

tasting ingredients and 

tinned soups to creating and 

cooking their very own recipe, this has been a 

fun and interesting topic! 

Years Four, Five and Six: The theme for this 

term is The Romans. To start 

the topic off with a bang, 

Years Four, Five and Six 

came in to school dressed as 

Romans. In Mrs Rose’s class, 

the children made Roman-

themed films using i-Movie. 

The homework topics have 

also reflected the Roman theme, and making a 

Roman weapon has proved a very popular option 

on the homework menu! 

CREATIVE CURRICULUM 

Working hard on their creations. 

Creating their own soup. 

A Roman Tragedy! 



Year Six: Year Six have been 

looking 

at 

celebrations in RE. As part 

of the lesson on Shabbat, 

one of our Year Sixes, Abi 

Coomber, made Challah bread 

and brought it in for her peers to try. It was very 

popular!  

Maths Masterclass: On Tuesday 26th January, 

our more able mathematicians from Year Six were 

invited to King 

Alfred’s 

Academy for a 

morning of 

challenging 

maths. Mrs 

Dobbenie 

presented an 

exciting range of 

activities about ratio, including everything from 

beads to area and volume, and even a bit of 

origami! The children really enjoyed the chance to 

flex their mental muscles in this way, and are 

planning to bring back 

some of what they 

learned to challenge 

their peers.  

SPORTS NEWS 

Vale Indoor Athletics: 

Charlton children from 

Years Five and Six went to Faringdon on the 

afternoon of Wednesday 20th January for the 

Vale Indoor Athletics Competition. All the children 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves and were brilliantly 

supportive of each other. It is noteworthy that 

our girls came first in every track event! Overall, 

Charlton came fourth out of ten schools.  

 

FRENCH DAY 

On Friday 29th January we were lucky enough 

to have some French students come into school 

and spend the day with us. We got to 

experience 

some  real 

French foods 

and culture, 

and hear 

French spoken 

by native 

speakers. It 

was an exciting 

opportunity 

for our Upper 

school 

children. 

STUDENT REPORT 

Today we have 

had a French 

day. We have 

learnt how to 

build models of 

famous 

landmarks in 

France although 

we could only use 

marshmallows 

and spaghetti, 

(which was uncooked!). Before this, we learnt to 

pronounce different fruits, vegetables, 

desserts and drinks. After that, we did a sheet 

and we had to 

match the French 

words with the 

photos. As part of 

our French 

breakfast, we 

enjoyed 

croissants and 

hot chocolate! 

In the afternoon, we learnt the lyrics (in 

French) to some songs from The Jungle Book as 

well as some ‘French dance moves!’ 

Overall, it was a good day with lots of fun. 

By Thomas Pound and Max Harrison Y6 

Abi’s Challah Bread. 

Children enjoying the bread. 

Thinking about ratio. 

Some children tasting French food. 

Tasting hot chocolate, the French way. 

Building French landmarks from spaghetti! 

Having fun at Vale Indoor Athletics! 



 

REQUESTS AND REMINDERS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: We are now required by the DfE to have written consent 

for all medicines brought into school.  If your child needs to take medicine in school, please 

give it to the office who will ask you to complete a form requiring you to state time and 

dosage to be taken and consent for us to do this on your behalf.  Please do not give any 

medicines to the class teacher as they will not have the necessary documentation. 

We would also like to remind all parents that they should not give children any 

individual sachet of medicines, including Calpol, in their lunchboxes.  

A plea from the Foundation team: The fridge in the Early Years Unit is near the 

end of its useful life. Does  anyone have a fridge (with small freezer section) that 

they could donate to us ?  

 

Also the children in the Early Years Unit make full use of our play 

vehicles - bikes, scooters etc. Consequently they are in need of 

regular maintenance to ensure that they are safe and long lasting. 

Would anyone be willing to offer their services and help the 

Foundation Stage team with this? Please contact the school office 

if you can help us in this way. Thank you!  

PE Kit: We believe it is important for the children to get outside in the fresh air as often as 

possible. We take children out for PE whenever we can, so it is really important that you 

supply them with the appropriate clothing - warm jogging bottoms and a sweatshirt are ideal 

in addition to their usual shorts and T-shirts. Please ensure your children have their PE kit 

with them on the days that they do PE. If you are unsure you can check with their teacher, 

or make sure that their kit is with them Monday to Friday. 

 

SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 

 

Blue Peter Book Judges: Our school, as part of the Vale Academy 

Trust, have been lucky enough to be selected as judges for the Blue 

Peter Book Award 2016. We are already making the news—more 

information can be found on the Oxford Mail website at: 

 
www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/14208755.Literary_youngsters_join_together_as_judges_for_book_awards/ 

 

PTA NEWS 

Our next school disco is coming up on Friday 18th March. Tickets will be available in the school office during 

the week before. Look out for posters nearer the time with all the details! 



 

 

TEACHING 

ASSISTANTS! 

At Charlton Primary School we are lucky enough to 

have lots of committed, enthusiastic and expert 

teaching assistants working in all areas of the 

school. We wanted to know a bit more about what 

exactly a teaching assistant does, so we interviewed 

Kellie Clark… 

How long have you worked at Charlton Primary 

School? 

I have worked at Charlton School for seven years.  

What made you want to become a Teaching 

Assistant? 

I wanted to become a Teaching Assistant because I 

wanted to work with children and encourage them to 

reach their full potential.  

What age group do you work with? Have you 

always worked with that age group? 

Originally I was working with Foundation, Year One 

and Two for PPA cover, then I was full time in Year 

Two and am now currently in Year One.  

Describe a typical day… 

A typical full day is working in small groups in all the 

subjects, for example maths and English, and one to 

ones with certain students. I’m in charge of the 

First Aid provision for the school so I regularly need 

to check the First Aid boxes. I’m often on duty in 

the lunch hall or outside at break times. I also help 

prepare resources to be used in class, and in the 

term before Christmas I might be found making 

props for the school play, or even repairing 

costumes! Every day is very varied. 

Mrs Clark working with a group of children. 

Charlton Teaching Assistants 

Foundation: Nicky McDowall, Deborah Scattergood

-James, Judy Landy, Marianne Hales, Chris Walters 

Year One and Two: Jo Case, Jo Page, Claire Hall, 

Kellie Clark, Deborah Doig 

Year Three: Isabel Lopes, Becca Lowe 

Upper School: Donna Whittaker, Emma Wylde, 

Harriet Gill 

Teaching Assistants add value all around the school 

in lots of ways. Most of them have extra 

specialisms as well as working in classes. For 

example; Mrs Gill is making an enormous difference 

to the school library with all her hard work and Mrs 

Wylde runs the Playground Leaders scheme. They 

also help teachers prepare displays and resources, 

help out during lunch and break times and work with 

Mrs Battan and the teachers to offer pastoral care 

to the children. Teaching Assistants at Charlton 

are offered the opportunity to go on training 

courses to learn more, and many have been trained 

in therapies as well as specialist areas such as 

working with children with Autism, using sign 

language and so on. Several of our TAs are qualified 

to drive the school mini-buses, and all are invaluable 

when taking school trips. We believe that our 

Teaching Assistants enrich the lives of the children 

at Charlton, and the teachers’ lives too! 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Mix (15, Mill Street): For information on what’s happening at The Mix, go to 

www.thewantagemix.wordpress.com 

1st King Alfred Scouts: Are you aged between 10 1/2 and 14 years? Do you want to do something 

fun and adventurous? Why not come down to 1st King Alfred Scouts (in the Scout Hall on 

Springfield Road) on a Wednesday evening, between 18:45 and 21:00? Try a free taster session, 

we’re looking for new members—there’s no waiting list! Contact 1stkingalfredscouts@gmail.com for 

more information. 

Scouts Christmas Post: Wantage and Grove Scouts would like to thank everyone who use the 

Christmas card post service in Wantage and Grove, raising an excellent £3654, which will help 

enhance activities for Beaver, Cub, Scout and Explorer sections. Thanks also go to the volunteers 

who helped to collect, sort and deliver around 12,600 cards as well as deliver a card to every 

household on behalf of the Wantage and Grove Church Partnership, and thanks to the companies 

who site the post-boxes on their premises. May we take this opportunity to remind users that the 

service only covers Wantage and Grove, not Challow and surrounding villages, as we still received 

around 25 cards for other villages! For more details on scouting in the area, please visit 

www.kascouts.org.uk 

Wantage Junior Showstoppers: Are you interested in dancing, singing and drama? Wantage Junior 

Showstoppers is a children’s drama group for children aged 10-16. Our summer show is going to be 

Hoodwicked, a swashbuckling modern musical of the traditional Robin Hood story. We are looking 

for new cast members; could you be our Maid Marion, Robin Hood or Sheriff of Nottingham? If 

yes, then please come and join us. Rehearsals are on Sunday afternoons between 3:00 and 5:30 at 

Wantage Methodist Church. The first session is free to new members. Please see our website for 

more information; www.wantagejuniorshowstoppers.co.uk 

Bright Sparks Holiday Events: Bright Sparks offer holiday science camps aimed at Primary 

School children. They provide a safe environment for children to get hands-on with science, with 

enquiry-led activities and exciting demonstrations every day. For more information visit 

www.brightsparksscience.co.uk 

Wantage Library Events 

National Library Day: It’s National Library Day on Saturday 6th February. To mark the event, 

Wantage Library are holding  Magical Storytime and Craft event from 10:30—11:30 (suitable for 

children aged 4-10). Tickets are free and can be collected from the library or reserved by phone 

or email. Or pop into the library any time to find out about all the services and events they offer! 

Website: www.charltonschool.wordpress .com 



VALE ACADEMY TRUST VACANCIES 

 
  

Portway, Wantage, Oxon, OX12 9BY  

 Headteacher:  Jo Halliday  

No on roll: 1840     Sixth Form: 309  

Graded Outstanding by Ofsted (Feb 2011) 

 

Science Laboratory Technician: We require as soon as possible, an enthusiastic and capable Science Technician.   The 
successful candidate will possess a willingness to learn, initiative and the ability to work without close supervision.  

The post is for 32 hours per week during term time to service the College Science Laboratories.  Knowledge of Science and 
experience of work in a laboratory based environment would be an advantage.  The salary will be on Scale 4.13 (full time 
equivalent £15,941) – pro rata to reflect hours and the term time only nature of the post (£11,482.82). 

 

Cleaners: We have vacancies for Cleaners for 10 or 20 hours per week during term time plus 2 weeks during holiday 
time.  7.00 a.m. – 9.00 a.m. and  3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.  

The salary is Grade 1.6 (full time equivalent £13,614) pro rata to reflect hours and the term time only nature of the post.  £7.06 
per hour. 

Data Administrator/Assistant to the Information Systems Manager: Following an internal promotion King Alfred's 
Academy is looking to appoint a Data Administrator who, after a successful six month probationary period and review, could be 
trained to be the Assistant to the Information Systems Manager.  The successful applicant will be computer literate with 
experience of databases and Excel (including the use of formulae and data manipulation).  Following the successful review the 
Data Administrator could be trained to do roles currently performed by the ISM which will include timetabling and assessment. 
The post is for 27.5 hours per week during term time but will require the applicant to be flexible with 'out of hours' work 
increasing as responsibilities grow. The salary is Grade 4.13 (Full time equivalent £15,941) pro rata to reflect hours and term 
time only nature of the post (£9,868) 
Applicants should have a positive, solution-focussed approach, be able to prioritise, manage workload and conflicting deadlines. 
The interview process will involve meeting with the ISM, a tour of King Alfred’s Centre Site, completion of a short written task 
and an opportunity to ask questions about the role.  This will be followed by a formal interview.  

Learning Mentor - Creative Arts and Design: As part of our new SEND restructuring, King Alfred’s Academy is looking 
for an engaging, enthusiastic and driven Learning Mentor. This is an opportunity to join an innovative, forward-thinking Creative 
Arts and Design faculty in an outstanding school. The faculty benefits from progressive teaching and excellent enrichment 
experiences. The subject areas are incredibly popular and thrive on inspirational teaching. The department offers a range of 
increasingly popular courses and recent investment in building work has led to an improvement in the learning environment. The 
popularity of the subjects is reflected by the number of students who choose electives after the normal school day finishes and 
there are limitless opportunities for an enthusiastic and dynamic appointee to develop.  

The faculty enjoys a high profile.  For example, to celebrate student success at the end of the academic year, it organises a 
stunning summer exhibition where GCSE and A Level students exhibit their final pieces. Moreover, the Creative Arts Faculty has 
a tradition of staging very high quality public events and the faculty shares a commitment to the local community and collective 
expectations of excellence.  

The post is for 35 hours per week during term time + 5 days.  The salary is G7.22 (full time equivalent £20,253) pro rata to reflect 
hours and the term time nature of the post (£16,593.99).  

Supported by the subject department, the successful candidate will plan and deliver learning sessions to groups of students. 
This is an ideal post for future Schools Direct candidates and those looking to further their career as a learning support worker.  

The successful candidate will possess:  

Drive, enthusiasm and determination. 

The highest of expectations for all learners. 

An ability to deliver lessons to small groups of learners. 

A willingness to become an active member of the whole-academy community. 

  

FOR ALL ABOVE VACANCIES: 
An application form and further details can be downloaded from http://www.kaacademy.org/aboutka/job-vacancies/Pages/
default.aspx or contact Christine Hill on 01235 225700. Completed application forms should be e-mailed to 
vacancies@kaacademy.org  to arrive by 9.00 a.m. on 19th February 2016.  

King Alfred’s is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 

 

http://www.kaacademy.org/aboutka/job-vacancies/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.kaacademy.org/aboutka/job-vacancies/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:vacancies@kaacademy.org

