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Dates For Your Diary 

 

March 

Thursday 17th March 

Year Three Production 1:30 pm and 

6:00 pm 

Friday 18th March  

Swimming: Miss Davies, Mrs Irwin 

Mr Oyston 

School Disco, 7-9 pm 

Wednesday 23rd March 

School closes 12:00 pm 

Thursday 24th March 

Staff Inset Day 

 

April 

Monday 11th April  

School opens 

Year Six More Able Maths Problem 

Solving Workshop 

Friday 15th April 

Swimming: Miss Davies, Mrs Irwin, 

Mr Oyston 

Wednesday 20th April 

Class Photos 

Friday 22nd April 

Swimming: Mrs Rose, Miss Malpas 

Friday 29th April 

Swimming: Mrs Rose, Miss Malpas 

 

May 

Thursday 5th May 

Library Van 

Friday 6th May 

Swimming: Mrs Rose, Miss Malpas 

Monday 9th May 

SATs week begins 

Friday 13th May 

Swimming: Mrs Rose, Miss Malpas 

Friday 20th May 

Swimming: Mrs Rose, Miss Malpas 

Friday 27th May 

School closes 3:15 pm 

 

June 

Monday 6th June 

School opens 

Thursday 9th June 

Library Van 

Saturday 25th June 

Summer Fayre 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Another jam-packed term has flown by! As you will read over the next few 

pages so many fun and exciting events have taken place in just a few weeks.  

The major event of this term was World Book Day; find out more about this 

overleaf. Although World Book Day is a one off event reading is an integral part 

of any child's education. As this is so important one of our big projects this year 

is to revamp the school library and much time and effort is going in to doing so. 

We are currently looking into various ways to fundraise to enable us to buy new 

books and new shelving. With the removal of the mobile library service our own 

library will become an even more important reading resource for the children.  

It was great to meet and chat with many of you during our recent parent’s 

evenings. The food especially received a great deal of positive feedback and 

appreciation. By relocating After School Club we were able to offer a central 

place to share photos and videos of school events and to meet informally with 

parents. If you weren’t able to make your consultation this time please 

remember that these appointments offer an important opportunity to receive an 

update on your child’s progress through the year so far and ways to support them 

at home. If you would like to speak to your child’s teacher at any time they will 

always be happy to make a mutually convenient appointment.  

If you haven’t had a chance to look at the new school website then please do. 

New information is being added regularly so please keep checking: 

 

https://charltonschool.wordpress.com/ 

 

More pages are being developed and there are some great photos on the gallery 

to take a look at. If you have any questions regarding the website or would like 

to see anything added please don’t hesitate to let me know.  

Don’t forget that in the last week of term we finish on Wednesday at 12 o’clock. 

The staff will be in school the next day receiving whole school PE training, as 

well as evaluating progress toward school development objectives.  

I hope to see many of you at the next PTA school disco on 18th March. For our 

Year Six pupils it will be their last opportunity to attend – don’t miss it! And 

don’t forget to get your Bake Off entries in as soon as possible as it promises to 

be a super event. 

And finally, I know the pupils and staff have worked very hard this term, so 

enjoy a restful break over Easter and return refreshed and ready for the new 

term. 

Steven Rose 

https://charltonschool.wordpress.com/


World Book Day 

 

From Harry Potter to the Gruffalo and Where's Wally to 

Tin Tin, a flurry of literary characters  were spotted in 

and around Charlton last week as we celebrated World 

Book Day across the school. World Book Day is held 

every year on the first Thursday in March, and aims to 

promote the joys of 

reading among schools 

and organisations. 

Children and staff 

dressed up as their 

favourite characters and 

took part in a selection 

of activities. It was 

wonderful to see how 

much effort children 

(and parents!) put into the costumes. Lower School lead 

Kim Merrison, who dressed as “The Hungry Crocodile,” 

said: "Dressing up for World Book Day is a great way to 

get talking about books. 

"Throughout the day pupils were tasked with matching 

staff names to their chosen character. They all loved 

seeing their teachers in fancy dress and if it makes some 

of them pick up a book they might not otherwise have 

read – even better!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Irwin told us, "We celebrate World Book Day every 

year – it raises the awareness of literature and the value 

of reading for pleasure. We always encourage that."  

Year One: Year  One 

children made “monster 

bookmarks” to eat up 

their books, and drew an 

illustrated map to go with 

our story of the 

Gingerbread Cat!  They 

also really enjoyed the 

book swap with Miss 

Davies' class.  The older children had obviously thought 

about which books to read to their Year One partner and 

the Year One children enjoyed their chance to read to the 

Year Fours and Fives too.  

 

Year Two: Beech Class had a great day celebrating 

books! As well as the fun of dressing 

up as our favourite characters we also 

enjoyed becoming authors and 

illustrators for the day as we created a 

class non-fiction book entitled 

'Materials' (linked to our current 

Science Topic). 

Highlights 

 of the day 

included a visit 

from Oak class (Year Four/Five) 

who shared some of their 

favourite books with us 

and stopping to enjoy a book 

of our choice when the bell rang 

(Mr. Twit really enjoyed having 

time to finish his Michael 

Morpurgo book!) 

 

 

Year Six: Year  Six children were paired with 

children from Foundation for reading time. They also 

enjoyed the opportunity to read 

their own books when the 

alarm went off during the day, 

and took part in lots of other 

book-related activities, 

including designing a new 

book token for the National 

Book Token competition.  

CREATIVE CURRICULUM 

Reading in pairs.  

Mr and Mrs Twit 

Foundation children, all dressed up! 

More paired reading. 

Reading to a Foundation 

child.  

Mrs Irwin’s Class. 

Staff dressed up too! An Oompah Loompah, 
Mary Poppins and Where’s Wally are featured 

here. 



Foundation: Last week the 

children in Foundation 

visited Wantage Library. 

They listened to the librarian 

read a story and were then 

able to choose a book to 

bring back into school. This 

week, the children have had 

the opportunity to share a 

book with their friends and to 

explain why they chose it. 

The children really enjoyed 

the visit and the new books 

have led to a very busy book 

corner, as you can see.  

 

Year One: Year  One have had all sor ts of problems 

with sneaky thieves recently!  At the end of last term 

Captain Firebeard snuck into their classes and stole their 

treasure, and at the start of this term a large gingerbread 

man stole their decorated gingerbread snacks!   

Thankfully Captain 

Firebeard left a map and 

some compass directions to 

lead the children to the 

treasure, which they 

recovered safe and 

sound. The gingerbread man 

left clues that saw the 

children searching all over 

the school (even in Mr 

Rose's office) but in the end 

the biscuits were in the classroom!  The Year Ones are 

now writing their own version of the Gingerbread man.  

 

 

Year Six: At the end of 

last term, Mrs Rose’s Year 

Six children were asked to 

design and make a healthy,  

budget soup. They had a 

fantastic morning preparing 

the soups, with some 

children trying foods they 

had never tried before.   

 

 

Choir: Our  choir  were 

lucky enough to have the 

opportunity to sing at the 

Beacon with a Welsh Voice 

Choir. They had an amazing 

time, and were an absolute 

credit to Charlton.  

 

Sports News 

Netball: Char lton took two teams to a Pr imary 

netball tournament on 29th February. Despite winning 

some of their matches, 

they didn’t quite make it 

to the quarter finals. 

Their coach, Yolanda 

Owen, told us, “Both 

teams dominated on 

court, just failing to 

actually get the ball in 

the net to score!  Their 

passing was great, they 

worked the whole court and didn't bunch, they were 

always in space and always passed into space.  They 

demonstrated great team spirit and were very well 

behaved.”  

 

Netball: Year  Four /Five had an inter -class netball 

tournament in the last week of term three to celebrate 

the netball unit they had been taught. 

These were the results: 

Miss Davies V Miss Cadman  2V2 

Mrs Irwin V Miss Davies  6V5 

Mrs Irwin V Miss Cadman  4V1 

 

 

Discussion Evening: It was great 

to see so many parents attending 

meetings with their children’s 

teachers. The kitchen was open 

for food-tasting, and feedback was 

very good! 

 

French 

On February 10th nine Year Five and Six pupils 

headed off to St Helen and St Katharine in Abingdon to 

take part in the Love Languages competition with other 

primary schools from Oxfordshire. The five Year Fives 

sang a French song entitled 'Le Vendeur de Glaces' - all 

singing solo parts confidently, and beautifully 

accompanied by Alice Collins on the piano. The four 

Year Sixes wrote and performed a play in a cafe - it 

was later given a 'Special Mention' by the judges and 

described as an 'endearing performance'. Jane Kent and 

Deborah Scattergood-James, who took the pupils, said, 

“We were so proud of every pupil, they worked very 

hard preparing for the competition and they performed 

brilliantly. The pupils were a joy to take out of school 

and a credit to Charlton School!” Well done to Alice 

Collins, Thomas Pound, Josef Froud, Charlie Baldwin, 

Niya Thornton, Jacob Topping, Emily Lindley, Leo 

Pinney and Robbie Dodd. 

Charlton A and B teams 

Pirates hunting for treasure! 

Listening to the librarian. 

A busy book corner. 

Tasting school dinners 

Blending soup. 

Year Four Five Netball Teams  

Charlton Choir with the Welsh Voice 

Choir. 



REQUESTS AND REMINDERS 

A note about dogs: Many parents and carers br ing their  dogs along when dropping off and 

picking up their children. We know that children can benefit educationally and emotionally, increase 

their understanding of responsibility and develop empathy and nurturing skills through contact with 

pets.  In addition to these benefits, children take great enjoyment from interaction with dogs and 

puppies.  

 

If you walk to school with a dog please do ensure that: 

 - Dogs are kept on a lead at all times and are under the full control and supervision of an adult. 

- Children are not left alone with dogs. 

- Any dog foul should be cleaned immediately.  

- Dogs are not walked on the grass area at the front of school. 

 

Typically, dogs should remain off site.  However , there may be cer tain occasions or  circumstances, under  the 

direction of the Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher, whereby a parent or carer with dog might be invited past this 

boundary. Aggressive dogs, or those with a history of aggression, must not be brought into school grounds or be at 

the school gates. Adults should keep their dog away from unfamiliar dogs as it is not always possible to gauge how 

dogs will react towards each other. On occasion, we do have dogs in school such Guide dogs, the Police dog handling 

unit or special visits. On these occasions suitable arrangements will have been put in place; a risk assessment, pre-

visit briefing/discussion and insurance cover will be organised prior to any dog being brought on to the school 

premises. Please talk to Mrs Rooke, Mrs Batten or Mr Rose if you would like further clarification or guidance. 

 

A plea from Foundation: We are looking for  donations of the following items… Action figures and toys (ie Ben 

10, 'Frozen' character figures) Matchbox type cars and children's pop up tents.  

 

Spring is on its way! At Forest school we use our kit all year round. We are looking to 

replenish and expand the size range of protective clothing in the shed. We are particularly 

looking for the following: Wellies, waterproof trousers, waterproof dungarees or all-in-ones, 

lightweight waterproof jackets, gloves, hats and thick or welly socks. One of our biggest gaps 

is teen/young adults so please do send in all sizes. 

 

Eco-News 

 

Our Eco Reps would like to improve the school environment by increasing the number of indoor plants we 

have. Ideally we would like to see plants in all the classrooms and the eco-reps will help to water and look after them. 

If anyone has any unwanted plants at home, or would be able to donate some cuttings that we could use, please speak 

to Jenny Garbutt or Jo Kensit (Year Two). Thank you! 

 

Eco Club are also encouraging everyone to take part in Earth Hour 2016. By switching off your  lights for  just one 

hour on Saturday 19th March we can show that we care about the planet we live on. It's also important to sign up 

online and join the millions of others globally to show your support. 

For more information visit wwf.org.uk/earthhour16 

 

SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Vale Academy Trust schools chosen by Blue Peter to judge the Book Awards 2016: As you may have seen in 

the Wantage Herald, the VAT was chosen by Blue Peter to be one of only ten schools nationally who judged their 

books awards this year. Local film company Carfax Media (www.carfaxmedia.tv) put together a wonderful video of 

the judging process. To find it, simply type “Blue Peter Book Awards” into Youtube. Do watch it and see how many 

faces you can recognise! We very much hope to run our own version of the Book Awards next year, so do encourage 

your children to apply again next year for a place. 

 

Help wanted: Our  Library would love some extra help. If you are able to donate some of your  time, either  on 

a regular or ad hoc basis, we would love to hear from you. The tasks we need help with are tidying and organising the 

shelves and labelling and covering books. Please contact Harriet Gill or the school office to discuss further. 

 

Book Amnesty: Books have a way of finding themselves in the most obscure places! Please, please, please could 

you have a good look at home for any books that belong to our school and return them to the Library. They are easily 

identified by their plastic cover and a Charlton School stamp on the inside cover. Many thanks. 

http://www.carfaxmedia.tv/


 

Deputy 

Headteacher and 

Assistant 

Headteacher 

Can you tell us your name and job title, please? 

Michelle Rooke. Deputy Headteacher at Charlton (Eeeek!)  

How long have you worked at Charlton and what did you do 

before that? 

I have been at Charlton since September. Before that I was Assistant 

Head at Millbrook and had a year before that at Charlton in the 

same role. Previous to all of that, I started off as a primary teacher 

in Wantage. I was there for seven years and then whilst on maternity 

leave with our second daughter, Martha, I decided I fancied a new 

challenge. I moved to KAs to teach Humanities to Key Stage 3 and 

GCSE History. I then became Head of Key Stage 3 Humanities 

before coming back to Primary. I've loved every minute of it and 

feel very privileged. 

Why did you want to be a teacher? 
When I was at King Alfred's as a pupil, I went in a two week work 

experience block (to Charlton!) and that was it. Hooked.  

What is the best thing about being Deputy Head? 
I get to work with the whole school community and have the 

opportunity to be part of leading a fantastic school.  

Describe a typical day at Charlton. 
There is never a typical day! My job is very varied, but there are 

some areas I tend to cover each week. Each day starts early catching 

up with staff.  The Headteacher and myself greet the children and 

parents as they come into school for their day with us. We also 

make sure that we are around at the end of each day, outside of 

school. This is a fantastic opportunity for us to communicate 

informally with parents. At the start of each week, before school, 

staff are briefed on what is planned for the week ahead. I take full 

responsibility for the school in the absence of the Headteacher. I 

also carry out the professional duties of a teacher regularly within 

two classes but also teach in any year group as required. I am also 

responsible for child protection issues and support with promoting 

the welfare of children and young 

people within the school.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you tell us your name and job title, please? 

Julie Batten, Assistant Head 

How long have you worked at Charlton and what did you 

do before that? 

I have worked at Charlton since September 2014 and before 

that, I was both the Special Educational Needs Coordinator at 

King Alfred's Academy and an English teacher, working with 

all year groups from Years Seven to Thirteen.  I'm in the 

really unusual (and extremely lucky) position of having 

experienced teaching every year group from Foundation right 

the way through to the final year at Sixth Form.   

Why did you want to be a teacher? 

I've always loved interacting with children and there's no 

better job satisfaction than seeing a child beaming with pride 

about something they have achieved.  I also love the 

challenge of finding a different way to get something 

understood when the most obvious doesn't seem to be having 

an effect! 

What is the best thing about being Assistant Head? 

I think the best thing is about being Assistant Head is being 

able to get to know all the children at Charlton and to plan 

lots of exciting things for them to do. 

Describe a typical day at Charlton. 

Well this is actually one of the best things about being 

Assistant Head too.  I don't have a typical day and I love 

that.  It doesn't seem to matter whether I have a plan for the 

day, it always seems to change.  Some people like to know 

exactly what's going on every day, but I love things being 

spontaneous and different. 

Michelle Rooke (Deputy 
Head) and Julie Batten 

(Assistant Head) hard at 

work! 

TALKING POINT… 

 

What is the difference between a Deputy Head and an Assistant Head? 
 

In terms of our school staffing structure the Assistant Head role sits behind 

that of the Deputy Head. In the absence of the Headteacher for a short or 

longer period of time the Deputy Head would step up and assume the role 

of (deputising) Head often making key decisions as required with 

autonomy. Now we have grown, the appointment of an Assistant Head at 

Charlton gives us enhanced leadership capacity across the school. 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Mix (15, Mill Street): For  information on what’s happening at The Mix, go to 

www.thewantagemix.wordpress.com 

An Event from Sarah Ellis of Simply Potty: Simply Potty supports Riding for  the Disabled (Abingdon). 

Sarah is running a food and drink fair from 10am—5pm Sunday 17th April at the Lloyd Lindsay Rooms to raise 

money for them. There will be around 31 stalls, all of which will be providing tasters to encourage people to buy, 

with one or two serving meals throughout the day. The entrance fee is £3, but children 10 and under get in 

free.  The Oxford Honey Company will be coming with their bee hives and keeper, and there will also be an 

opportunity for children to decorate gingerbread. We are hoping to make this an annual event, so please come along 

to support Riding for the Disabled.  

Charlton Spring Festival: On Friday 8th April, the family friendly spring festival returns for another year at the 

Charlton Day Centre (Charlton Village Road, Wantage, OX12 7HG).  There will be children’s crafts, live music, 

refreshments from the Tea Garden Café, local ale, plants for sale and the ever popular Easter egg trail. Gates open 

11am till 2pm.  £1 for adults, free entry for children. Please note there is limited parking on site. Money raised will 

go towards the Wantage Market Garden Project which creates gardening opportunities for everyone.  

Bright Sparks Science Events: Bright Sparks Holiday Science 

Camps are designed to entertain primary school aged children during 

the school holidays. They provide a safe environment for children to 

get hands-on with science, with enquiry lead activities and exciting 

demonstrations each day. The Science activities are suitable for Years 

One to Six (ages 5 to 11 years). For more information on Easter 

Holiday Camps email enquiries@brightsparksscience.co.uk or phone 

01865 522775   

Lyngo Theatre presents The Curious Adventures of Pinocchio: Sunday 

10th April 11am & 2pm. 

This Easter holidays, join CBeebies star Patrick Lynch at The North Wall in 

Oxford as he recreates one of Italy’s most beloved children’s stories: Pinocchio. 

Suitable for ages 4+, this magical production is told using books: books which 

release a shower of gold, mischievous books which move by themselves, biting 

books and fighting books and books you can disappear into. Tickets: £8 adults, 

£6 children Watch a trailer at https://youtu.be/3GvrM4HV8Yg or go to http://

thenorthwall.com/moreinfo.php?ref=pinocchio-lyngo to book tickets. 

Wantage Library Events 

Wantage Library offer so many events, from Rhymetime for the little ones, to Local History sessions, as well as 

reading groups, book and DVD sales, and even computer buddy sessions for those needing to brush up on their IT 

skills. For more details and to book places, go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/events/venue/1522 

Website: www.charltonschool.wordpress .com 

Have your circumstances changed? 

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, such as income support or job seekers allowance, your child may be 

entitled to free school meals.  For a full list of eligible benefits, or to apply for free school meals, please go 

to the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

This entitlement triggers many other additional areas of support including Pupil Premium funding to 

support your son or daughter at the school.  If you have any queries about free school meals please do not 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

