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CHARLTON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
May 2016 2015/16 Issue 5 

Key Dates 
 
 
May 
Friday 27th May 
School closes 3:15 pm 
 
June 
Monday 6th June 
School opens 
Friday 22nd July 
School closes 12:00 pm 

 
Next term is a very 
busy one! Please see 
page 7 for a more 
detailed calendar for 
term six. 

 

97.5%+ 
 

Outstanding schools have 
outstanding attendance. 

(See article page 4 for more details.) 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I write this having found a moment of quiet after a busy (but fun) week. This 
morning I have been showing a Head Teacher from Abingdon around the school. It 
was a joy to invite them into our weekly Achievement Assembly to hear our staff 
and pupils share some wonderful successes. The visiting head was impressed by the 
productive, vibrant atmosphere. Last night, after school, teachers undertook some 
Art and Design training in our new Art Studio (funded by the PTA). This was led 
expertly by Mr Charrington and Mrs Haylee from King Alfred’s. Much fun was 
had by all learning printing techniques, and to round up the session we discussed 
ways in which these new skills could be integrated into future topics and projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

This term Year Two and Six have undertaken their SATs. Having worked hard and 
been taught well, they were more than ready for this challenge. Preparations will 
now begin in Year Six for their end of year production and they can also look 
forward to the residential in July. 

Our school library continues to improve, thanks to the hard work of Mrs Gill and 
her team of Library Monitors. There is always more to be done, though, so if you 
are able to donate some of your time for tasks such as organising shelves and 
covering books, either on a regular or ad hoc basis, we would love to hear from 
you. Please contact Harriet Gill or the school office to discuss further. 

In this issue we will be highlighting our new initiative, called ‘Count me in’, to 
promote good attendance. Much research has been undertaken around the 
importance of high levels of attendance; clearly there is a solid link between 
academic attainment and good attendance. Our school target is 97.5%, however 
currently this year our average is 96.3%. If we work together I know that we can 
improve upon this.  If you are experiencing any difficulties with your child’s 
attendance and would like further support please do not hesitate to contact either 
myself, Mrs Rooke or our attendance lead, Mrs Batten. 

I do hope you enjoy reading about all the fun activities which have taken place over 
the past few weeks.  

Enjoy the half term break. Fingers crossed we will have sunshine to enjoy! 

Steven Rose 

Teachers 
learning new 

skills. 
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BAKE OFF - Saturday 30th April 
  
During bank holiday weekend more than 80 
pupils dusted off their mixing bowls, readied their 
wooden spoons and whipped up sweet treats to raise 
funds for the school. Our first family bake off 
competition, arranged by our wonderful Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA) and inspired by the popular BBC 
television show, was a great success. 
  
From early Saturday morning, the Bake Off volunteers 
started to transform the hall into the Bake Off venue, 
with beautifully decorated tables prepared for cakes to be 
displayed in categories ready for judging. The busy 
morning flew past as one bake after another was 
delivered by the eager competitors.  

At 11:30 the doors were closed for entries the Judges 
arrived to boldly chomp their way through what could 
only be described as a mountain of bakes. Their task; to 
decide upon the winners and runner up for each 
category, as well as the overall “Star Baker” for 2016.  

The competition included seven different categories, 
including themed cakes around children’s books and 
movies. Judges including Wantage Mayor St.John 
Dickson and Alastair Clunie (Chair of the LGB) judged 
on the basis of appearance, taste, texture and effort. 
   
There was everything from a fabulous R2D2 cake and 
‘Horrid Henry’ cupcakes to a plethora of tray bakes, 
biscuits and luscious loaves. The two show stoppers 
were exactly that, with clever designs demonstrating 
some advanced baking and decorative techniques. Keen 
parents weren’t forgotten as there was even a special 
category for the adults! Congratulations must go to all 
that took part with much hard work and dedication 
clearly evident. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The special ‘Star Baker’ award went to overall winner 
Eva Banks (Year Three), who was ‘chuffed to bits’ and 
scored full marks for her movie-themed ‘Shrek’ cake. 
  
Tasty Traybake:  Winner – Alex Day 
   Second – Amy Robertson 

Beautiful Big Cake: Winner – Eva Banks 
   Second – Isabelle Bruffell 

Victorious Victoria Sponge:   Winner – Charlotte 
Farrow   Second – James Hindson 

Luscious Loaf Cake: Winner – Milly Montgomery 
   Second – Charlotte Farrow 

Breathtaking Biscuits: Winner – Fiona Jackson 
   Second – Emily Kent 

Cupcake Connoisseur: Winner – Lucas Boaz 
   Second – Finlay Clark 

Adult Show Stopper: Winner – Oscar Bowen 
   Second – Becci Spencer 

Particular thanks go to Adam Smith from the PTA who 
led organisation of the event, the planning of 
which started back in January “We are always looking 
for new ways to raise money for the school,this has been 
a lot of fun. I am only disappointed that I wasn’t 
judging, and getting the opportunity to eat my way 
through nearly 100 cakes”. 
  

After the competition was over, all the fantastic cakes 
and bakes were sold in the big bake sale, giving the 
children and guests a special treat and  raising even more 
money for the school. 
 
The Bake Off also made it into the Oxford Mail. To read 
the article online visit http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/
news/14474538.Schoolgirl_s_Shrek_cake_wins_primar
y_bake_off_contest/ 

CREATIVE CURRICULUM 

Eva’s Shrek Cake 

The judges with some of the competitors.  
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Vale Academy Trust Public Speaking Event - Year Six 
children took part in the public speaking event organised 
by Kate Wigley, which took place at King Alfred’s this 
month. Charlton sent two teams; Team A was James Kent, 
Holly Hooper and Abi Coomber, and Team B comprised 
Niamh Gannon, Alice Collins and Isabel Mackay. There 
were eight teams in all, drawn from the primary schools in 
the Vale Academy Trust. The children all chose and 
researched their own topics and wrote their own speeches. 

Our children spoke in front of almost one hundred people, 
including parents, Simon Spiers, and the three judges (one 
of whom was Mr Hocking, a former Blue Peter producer!). 
The judges gave feedback to each of the teams before 
announcing the winner. Team A were told "It sounded like 
they were talking from the heart, their personalities came 
through. It was clear that Holly cared about what she was 
talking about." and Team B’s feedback included the 
comment that, "They were very funny. Volume and 
projection were very good. They engaged whole audience - 
Niamh engaged the audience straight away." 

Kate Wigley told the children afterwards that they would 
give the Year Nines a run for their money. The judges said 
that the high standard meant that it was very hard to pick a 
favourite. In the end a team from Wantage Primary School 
won, but all our Charlton children made us very proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summerfield Maths Competition - Two teams from 
Charlton’s Year Five entered this maths competition, up 
against children from almost thirty other schools. Team 1 
(Robbie Dodd and Eddie Hindson) made us very proud by 
coming in at number thirteen in the “Nonagons” category, 
and Team 2 (Melissa Wagg and Sam Kershaw) performed 
spectacularly, coming in first place in the “Hexagons” 
category! We are incredibly proud of their achievement, 
winning against children from state and private schools 
from across Oxfordshire.  

Nature Reserve Visit - Year  Two children recently spent 
a very enjoyable day at Sutton Courtenay Nature Reserve. 
The title of the day was Flower Power and they enjoyed a 
range of activities that enabled them to learn about plant 
reproduction, uses of plants, names of plants and their parts 
and how bees and plants depend on each other. 
However, the  favourite part of the day for many children 
was the tree climbing and den making. 
The Sutton Courtenay site is absolutely perfect for children 
to explore and learn. Please check their website for details of 
activities during the school holidays as the Year Two 
children would thoroughly recommend a visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irish Dancing - To celebrate St Patr ick’s Day, children 
from The Maguire O’Shea School of Irish Dance (including 
several Charlton children) performed several of their 
amazing routines for us. If your child would like to try Irish 
Dancing, visit www.madjigger.com for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Big Pedal 2016 - On the fir st day Eco r eps went out 
early and welcomed riders and gave out stickers. We also 
needed to organise a new bike store and direct children. 
There were lots of riders and this number grew each day. 
Parents commented that there was less traffic in the area and 
fewer parked cars. This is great because it means less 
pollution, less accidents and more clean air. It is much 
healthier too! 

By the end of The Big Pedal we were 63rd in the country, out 
of more than 1,000 schools, and 5th in the South East of 
England! We were very proud of this. We have also noticed 
that more people are continuing to scoot or ride to school - 
our bike shed is very full! 

These were our overall class results… 
1st Mrs Witney’s class  Year 3 
2nd Miss Kensit’s class  Year 2 
3rd Mr Oyston’s classs Year 3 

Well done everyone!! Keep pedalling! By Eco Club 

The children enjoyed dressing as flowers. 

Niamh Gannon speaking for Charlton. 

The children who performed Irish Dancing at Charlton.  

Above - the teams hard at work. Below - the proud winners! 

Our very full bike shed! 
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At Charlton, we monitor the attendance of every child in the school.  We do this because school attendance 
is very important. Research has shown that poor attendance will have a negative impact on your child’s 
learning, their friendships, their self-esteem and most importantly, their confidence. 

90% attendance might sound good, but it means that a child misses the equivalent of one half day a week, 
which is nearly four weeks in every school year or over one school year in a school career. 

Our school’s target is to have 97.5% attendance from Foundation to Year Six.  Together we can achieve 
this, but we need your help. 

 

 

 

Some schools give out certificates to those who have 100% attendance.  However, we feel that this 
penalises those children who have had a genuine illness which has kept them away from school.  Whilst we 
would encourage children to be resilient and come into school when they are only feeling poorly (we will 
always monitor and send home if we feel they really can’t cope), we also want to ensure that bugs at not 
spread around the school/community.  So we need to strike a balance.  But … 

 

 

In order to make ‘Count Me In!’ a success, we need support from everyone in the school community.  We 
will be asking the school council for ideas, but we would also be really grateful for any ideas/solutions to 
this dilemma from you, the parents/carers.   

We will always support any family with attendance difficulties and would welcome any opportunity to chat 
to you about concerns that you have. 

Please support us with attendance and help us to give your child the best chance to succeed. 

 

All the staff at Charlton Primary School. 

97.5% 
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Supporting Your Child’s Learning. 
By Steven Rose 

I often get questions from parents asking for ways to support learning at home. As the father of two Primary School 
aged children I can appreciate and empathise with the difficulties (and frustrations) of supporting your own child’s 
learning at home. I thought it might be helpful to share some ideas I have gathered together. Some of them you will 
probably already do, perhaps without even realising how well you are already supporting 
your child's learning! 

For children of all ages, reading together is very important. Not just the child reading and 
parent listening or vice versa; talking about the story or text predicting what might come 
next, character motives, ideas for a follow up stories or simply making up your own short 
stories all help children gain valuable comprehension skills. 

Here are five questions you could ask your child the next time he or she finishes a book:  
  
1. If you could give the book another title, what would it be?  
2. Which characters would you like to meet in real life?  
3. What do you wish was different about the ending? 
4. Would the book make a cool movie? Video game? TV show?  
5. What is one thing you could ask the author if you could talk to him or her? 
  

For younger children some counting should take place every day. Counting games are 
an easy way to help your child learn numbers and maths vocabulary- count blue vans, 
or count red cars, find 5 street names longer than 8 letters, count signs, billboards, 
police cars, count water towers (but be quick; ours is going soon!). How many people 
did you see on the way to school? Was it more than yesterday? Using words like more 
than and less than and singing counting songs will boost your child's confidence with 
numbers too. Working maths into every day conversation really helps. You can discuss 
what time of day things happen, measure ingredients, talk out load about what you’re 
doing and how you are doing it (no matter how boring or mundane) - perhaps when 
making dinner or doing the laundry! For older children, competitions are fun – perhaps 
have a daily or weekly times table challenge between parents and child with each side 
giving quick fire questions. 

 
Aside from maths and language, we can support development of other skills such as 
fine motor skills, which help children with handwriting. Threading beads, using play 
dough, colouring in and crafting all help to develop ability and confidence in this 
area. Everyday games like I Spy, hangman and charades as well as jigsaws and board 
games are all good ways to boost thinking skills. For young children, almost 
everything is a learning opportunity, particularly if they think it's fun! 

For older children try giving your child an allowance for the day/week or month. Tell 
them that this money is for snacks, treats, souvenirs etc... but when it is gone, that is 
all there is. Help them learn to budget their money and make good choices. Perhaps they might decide to track 
spending on a spreadsheet or chart. Try letting your child have a map of Oxfordshire and see what they discover. 

You might also like to get a compass and show them how it works along with the map. 
Showing them bus and train timetables and checking their understanding of the 24 hour 
clock is also a big help. Although it can be more difficult with older children, it is still 
important to try to find time to read with them; if they are already avid readers, try 
asking them about the book they are reading, and offer trips to the library. One of the 
most helpful things you can do is to help them set up homework routines in a quiet and 
comfortable place away from distractions. Long hours on the PlayStation or other 
consoles should be kept to minimum during the week. 

Maths can be a confusing area for many parents, as the way it is taught now may be 
very different from when we were at school. Please feel free to ask your child's teacher 
if you would like to know what techniques your child is using. Parents’ evenings will 
help you understand your child’s progress and the teacher will often offer further 
suggestions to support learning at home. So, if you weren’t able to attend the last 

appointment days or would like to catch up with your child’s class teacher please do make an appointment with the 
school office. 



 6 

 

 
Paul Chadwick:  

PE 

What is your name and job title? 
Paul Chadwick - Head of Primary PE 
 
How long have you been a PE teacher? 
I have only been a PE teacher for 4 months but I 
have been a primary school teacher for nearly 8 
years, where I taught a lot of PE as well as all the 
other subjects. PE has always been my favourite 
subject so when I saw this job, teaching PE in 
primary schools, I had to go for it. 
 
Why did you become a teacher? 
I always liked the idea of not having a job where I 
did the same thing every day like sitting at a 
computer and I decided to try teaching. When I 
was at university I went into a school for 1/2 a day 
a week to try it out and I really enjoyed it. It can be 
a very hard job but it is also very rewarding.  Every 
day is different and that's why I have carried on 
doing it for so long. 
 
 

What is your role and what do you do at 
Charlton?  
My job means that I teach for 3 days in primary 
schools in and around Wantage, helping the 
teachers with PE and trying to make sure that all of 
the children get the best PE possible. On the other 
days I spend time meeting teachers, planning 
competitions and do lots of other jobs that help 
with anything to do with primary PE in Wantage. 
At the moment at Charlton I teach a couple of 
classes, and specialising in PE allows me to give 
high quality lessons whilst the children’s regular 
teachers get time for planning and preparation, an 
all round win! Mr Dowling and Mr McCullough do 
a similar job in the school and I also help them if 
they need anything when teaching at Charlton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you enjoy most about your job? 
As I said earlier I love that the job is different 
everyday, you never know what going to happen. 
For example this is the first time I have ever been 
interviewed for a newsletter! My other favourite 
part is when children really enjoy PE and sport or 
when they get better at something. One of my 
favourite moments at Charlton was in a gym lesson 
and one of the children was really struggling to 
balance on equipment. We talked about how to do 
it and after a while the child managed to balance. 
The smile on her face was brilliant and it is those 
kinds of moments that make the job really 
enjoyable. Mr Chadwick explaining a skill to some children. 

Mr Chadwick running a PE lesson. 



 7 

Important Term Date Information 
You should, by now, have all received the letter informing you that next year’s term dates are different 
from the term date published by Oxfordshire County Council. Below are the term dates that we as an 
Academy will be following.  

5th September 2016 - 21st October 2016  2nd November 2016 - 20th December 2016 

4th January 2017 - 9th February 2017  20th February 2017 - 31st March 2017 

18th April 2017 - 26th May 2017   5th June 2017 - 21st July 2017 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

06/06/16 07/06/16 08/06/16 09/06/16 10/06/16 11/06/16 12/06/16 

Term Six 
Begins 

 7pm New 
Parent’s 
Meeting 

Library Van 

Area Athletics 

3:15 Year Six 
Leaver’s Cake 
Sale 

  

13/06/16 14/06/16 15/06/16 16/06/16 17/06/16 18/06/16 19/06/16 

 

 

 

Year Three 
and Four Golf, 
Drayton 

  Festival of 
Voices, 
Dorchester 
Abbey 

  

20/06/16 21/06/16 22/06/16 23/06/16 24/06/16 25/06/16 26/06/16 

 

 

 

Guide Dog 
Assembly, 
Upper School 

Guide Dog 
Assembly, 
Lower School 

 Armed 
Force’s Day 

  

27/06/16 28/06/16 29/06/16 30/06/16 01/07/16 02/07/16 03/07/16 

Year Four and 
Five Sports 
Day 

    Summer Fayre  

04/07/16 05/07/16 06/07/16 07/07/16 08/07/16 09/07/16 10/07/16 

Year Six 
Dress 
Rehearsal 

1:30 Year Six 
Performance 

Year Three 
and Four 
Dodgeball 

Year Six 
Sports Day 

FS - Year Two 
Dance Festival 

6:30 Year Six 
Performance 

9:30 - 12:00 
Transition 
Morning 
(Year Six to 
KA’s) 

Library Van  

   

11/07/16 12/07/16 13/07/16 14/07/16 15/07/16 16/07/16 17/07/16 

Year Six trip 
to Condover 
Hall departs 

   2:00 Year 
Two Dance 
Assembly 

Year Six 
returns 

  

18/07/16 19/07/16 20/07/16 21/07/16 22/07/16 23/07/16 24/07/16 

Transition 
Morning 

 

 

Activities 
Evening 

9:00 Year Six 
Leavers 
Assembly 

Reserve 
Activities 
Evening 

Term Six 
Ends (12pm) 
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REQUESTS AND REMINDERS 

Lost Uniform - There are currently over 20 un-named school sweatshirts in the Key Stage 1 lost property basket, 
and these, along with a range of other items, means we can barely shut the lid! If your child is missing items of 
uniform please come and have a look before we have to recycle them. We will put the basket by the blue gates to 
make access easier. The Upper School lost property bins are similarly overflowing, so please also check that names 
are still visible, especially on sweatshirts, as in the summer these are constantly on and off and being left around the 
school. 
 

FUNDRAISING NEWS   

Thanks to everyone who donated on our non-uniform day, Charlton Primary School raised £168 for Sports Relief.  

SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 

Look Good For A Book - This Fr iday, 27th May, we invite the children to “Look Good for a Book”. In order to 
develop our lovely library even further, we are having a fundraising day. In exchange for a small donation, the 
children are invited to come in their own clothes, or if they prefer they may dress as an author, a book character, a 
theme, or as smart or glamorous as they dare! 

Extreme Reading Challenge - Have you ever  read in a cardboard box? Upside down on the sofa? With a cat 
on your head? Under an umbrella in the rain? 
We are inviting all children to take part in our Extreme Reading challenge, so get creative with a camera and a 
book and show off some crazy, quirky, funny and unusual (but safe!) places to read. Children - explain your idea to 
a parent/carer and ask them to take a photograph of you reading in your 'extreme' place. Parents and carers - please 
send in a hard copy of the photograph to school at the beginning of next term. We will make a display in the library 
showing off all your amazing ideas. 
Have extreme fun!  

ECO NEWS 

Parent Helpers Wanted 
Are you interested in helping our school to be 'greener' and more 'Eco aware'? Eco Club are looking for parents that 
would like to be part of our Eco Team. This could be regular or occasional help with Eco Club which currently runs 
on a Monday after school, or joining our Eco Committee which meets termly, although being able to attend the 
meetings is not essential. No experience required, just your enthusiasm and  interest in 'all things green'. 
For more information please come and chat to Jo Kensit (Year 2 teacher).  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Bright Sparks Science Events: Br ight Sparks Holiday Science 
Camps are designed to entertain primary school aged children 
during the school holidays. They provide a safe environment for 
children to get hands-on with science, with enquiry lead activities 
and exciting demonstrations each day. The Science activities are 
suitable for Years One to Six (ages 5 to 11 years). For more 
information on Easter Holiday Camps email 
enquiries@brightsparksscience.co.uk or phone 01865 522775   

Irish Dancing - The Maguire O’Shea School of Irish Dance is delighted to announce that 
they are starting up two new classes for children on Thursdays at Harwell. These classes 
will be taught by three-times Irish Dancing World Champion, Ellie Maguire! To learn more 
about this amazing opportunity, visit www.madjigger.com. 

 

Cricket - Wantage and Grove Cricket Club are looking to start cricket coaching, bringing more opportunities to the 
younger generation in our local community. Boys and girls welcome in the age groups under 11s and under 15s. If 
you would like to join please phone Rabia on 07496 855593 to register your interest or for more information. 

 

Website: www.charltonschool.wordpress .com 
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Vale Academy Trust Vacancies 
 
Charlton Primary School requires a teaching assistant to work as par t of our  highly committed 
Foundation Stage team and specifically with one of our pupils. 
 
You should be someone with flexibility, a positive outlook, an ability to work independently and as part of 
a team. You must also be willing to help with the individual pupil’s personal needs and be physically able 
to support their mobility.  Previous experience working in this area is desirable. 
 
Hours will be between 8.45am and 1:00pm Monday to Friday. This is a temporary post, for one year in the 
first instance. Lunchtime supervision duties will be included. 
 
Charlton is a friendly, inclusive and popular school in Wantage. Our children are at the heart of everything 
we do and we aim to help each pupil achieve the highest standards across a broad and inspirational 
curriculum. 
 
The successful applicant will: 
 

 Enjoy the rewarding challenge of working with young children and their families. 
 Play a full part in our friendly Foundation Stage team, supporting children’s learning through both 
play and adult directed activities.  
 Have the opportunity to develop skills in making observations of children’s play and learning and to 
help to plan the next steps in their learning. 
 Offer flexibility, a positive outlook, and an ability to work independently and as part of a team.  

 
Closing date for applications is Friday 27th May, 2016. Interviews will take place on Friday 10th June, 
2016. Please email, call or visit the school office on 01235 762861 for an application form and job pack. 
 
CHARLTON PRIMARY SCHOOL, CHARLTON VILLAGE RD, WANTAGE  
OX12 7HG. TEL: 01235 762861 
Email: office@charlton.vale-academy.org 
Head teacher: Mr Steven Rose 
Temporary Teaching Assistant – Grade 4  
Start date: 5th September, 2016 
 

 

A Letter From the PTA 
Dear Parents, 

Following the success of our new event, “Bake Off”, which was a huge hit with everyone who 
took part, we are now preparing for the biggest PTA event of the year; our Summer Fayre, on 
2nd July. This is the last of the PTA events for the year, and is always a lot of fun, as well as 
raising lots of money for the school. As you would expect with such a big event, we need “all 
hands on deck”, and we rely on parents and staff to make this day a success. You will soon re-
ceive a sign up letter, and we really do need your help. This year we are particularly looking for 
people who love to BBQ, as well as expert face painters, but any help at all will be gratefully 
received, in the run up to the day as well as on the day itself. We really can’t run this day with-
out masses of help, so please let us know ASAP how much time you can offer to help us make 
this day a huge success! 

Thank you, 

Rachel Hobin, PTA Chair 


