
 
 
 
 

  
  

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Thank you to all parents who have attended our pupil 

discussion evenings this term. As a staff we have worked 

hard to offer a broad curriculum and develop our ‘EYES’ 

(End of Year expectations) statements for English and 

Maths. These statements unpack the National Curriculum 

for each year group and put it into learning statements of 

what each child needs to work toward at each level. 

Discussing these statements and other academic 

information along with the wider aspects of school life 

with parents helps to provide everyone with a clear picture 

of where pupils are and how parents can provide support 

at home. That is why attendance at parents' evening is so 

important as it provides time to speak with your child's 

teachers and is an opportunity to ask any questions that 

you may have. If you were unable to attend Parents 

Evening, and would like to make an appointment with 

your child's teacher and they will be happy to meet with 

you.  
 

It has been a wonderful, productive and festive term as 

seen by all the activities in this newsletter. I hope all staff 

and pupils have a relaxing break and a reminder that 

school returns for pupils on Tuesday 8th of January 2019! 

 

Mr Steven Rose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 14th December –  

“Sparkle day” & PTA Film night  

Tuesday 18th December – 

Foundation Singsong 2.15pm 

Wednesday 19th December – 

Christmas lunch & PTA hamper draw 

Thursday 20th December -  

Years 4-6 Christmas Celebration 1.30pm 

Friday 21st December -  

School finishes at 12:00  

Tuesday 8th January - Term begins 

Wednesday 9th January –  

Bright Sparks visiting Year 2 

Friday 11th January –  

Year 4 Swimming begins 

Friday 25th January – PTA Quiz Night  

Friday 15th February – Half term 15.15 

PTA School Disco  

Tuesday 26th February –Term begins 

https://charltonprimary.com/2017/12/08/

calendar/ 
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Recent Events  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 6 Tag Rugby 

 
Well done to our Year 6 Rugby team who recently took part in the Vale Tag Rugby Competition. The team 

did very well and after the first couple of games really started to gel together. An enjoyable experience was 

had by all. The team lost one, drew one and won two games - a very respectable performance. 

 

 

Photo above shows our Tag Rugby team in their new sports kit kindly provided by Green and Co. 

We are very grateful to Green and Co for their continued support and sponsorship of the school, 

providing funding for our mini bus breakdown cover as well as the new kits for the children to wear at 

events. 

 



 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year Six Mathematics Event at Headington 

 

During the afternoon, the children were paired up to participate in three separate mathematical 

tasks, gaining points from each challenge. 

 

Pictured below our Year 6 maths team (Isobel, Jessica, Jennie and Harvey) who did the school and 

themselves proud.  

 

Also a big well done to our Lower Junior Maths team (Max, Liam, Millie and Billy) who recently took part 

in the Oxfordshire Year 4 Numeracy Challenge event. A very creditable performance. 

 

Thanks go to Mrs Walters for organising our participation in these events.  

 



 
 
 
 

Fundraising  
 

 
   

                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Millennium Stones sponsored walk 
 

At the end of our summer term we held our annual 

sponsored walk. Foundation and Year 1 enjoyed a walk 

around the field while Years 2 to 6 walked to Ardington 

and back. We were very impressed with how well the 

children took part and enjoyed the event.  

 

We are also very grateful to all the parent helpers who 

came along for the walk and thank you everyone who 

sponsored the children.    

 

The donations have been collected and counted and the 

total raised is an impressive £2,353.00!!  

 

These vital funds will be so helpful throughout the school 

and are very much appreciated. 

 
 
 

 

Travelling Books – Book Fair  

 

During the Parent Discussion week we held our Autumn 

Book fair. This was a tremendously successful event. Not 

only did the children get their hands on lots of new 

books through commission the school has a significant 

amount of money to spend on restocking books in 

school. Our thanks go to Fiona Assersohn for the endless 

hours that went into making the event happen (there is 

so much more to it than simply waiting for the book 

stands to arrive). 

 

Help is always needed and should you wish to provide 

assistance at the next event later in the year please let 

the office know by emailing: office@charlton.vale-

academy.org 

 

Thank you.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A special thank you to our PTA 

 

We are lucky to have a PTA who have gladly given their 

own time and efforts to improve facilities for all children 

at our school. Providing us with vital funding for things 

such as a new surface area and play equipment on the 

field, supporting our in school library and many general 

resources. The amount of dedication shown is truly 

amazing and we wouldn’t be able to have achieved this 

without them.  

 

We realise that sometimes it may feel like a thankless job. 

We want you to know just how much we appreciate all 

the work you’ve done behind the scenes to make good 

things happen. 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity to provide 

you all with a committee update: 

New Chair – Amber Game   

Secretary - Julie Bridle 

Treasurer - Helen Goddard 

We look forward to working with you all in your new 

roles soon. 
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Forest School 

      

        
 

During the ‘Hot’ summer we were kindly donated a shed to help store our Forest School stuff in! Our sincere thanks for 

this generous donation.  

 

First we needed to clear a spot, dig it out to make way for the base. Then, with even more wonderful parents donating 

slabs for it to sit on, we were able to lay a base and get building. Pretty soon we had an amazing new shed! 

 

Since we have been back to school Year 2 have been very busy exploring the changes to the woodland since the last 

time they visited. The children asked if they could use some of the big mound of soil removed from the school field 

recently as they had a plan! They even carried it into the woods to make cement! This took quite a few weeks to perfect 

and get it exactly how they wanted it.  

 

Each week we have also explored different seeds and fruits from our own woodland and around Wantage. Finding out 

where they come from, which tree or plant they grow on and if they are safe to eat or not! The children have also been 

using some natural resources from the woodland to make and create some amazing art and design. 

 
We also want to say a big thank you to all the parents who donated to Nicky ’s “Strange but true” request list, there was 

such a great response and number of items donated which is much appreciated. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Anti-bullying Ambassadors 
 

 

 
The Anti-bullying ambassadors at Charlton help pupils understand what bullying is and to help us all be 

happy kind and responsible by preventing bullying. 

The first week in December was anti-bullying week and the theme was CHOOSE RESPECT. We led a 

whole school assembly about how to be respected and how to respect others.  

We all wore odd socks on Odd Socks Day because although we’re all different we are all equally 

important and special and deserve respect.  

We ALL have the right to be respected. During the week we had the chance to learn more about respect 

in our classes. There are lots of ways to show respect. Here are some we thought of… 

* Holding a door open for somebody, 

* Saying please and excuse me, 

* Listening when someone is speaking, 

* Concentrating and not disturbing others, 

* Not laughing at other people, 

* Thinking about how other people feel and being kind to them, 

* Saying thanks to someone who has done something for you.  

Our anti-bullying ambassadors are: Faye, Martha, Isobel, Eva and Jessica. 



 
 
 
 

Staff Changes/Vacancies 

  
 

This term we say goodbye to: 

 

Miss Claire Hall, after five years at Charlton. Claire has made an enormous contribution during this time supporting classes 

and individual pupils requiring extra provision, Claire is leaving Charlton to focus on setting up her own driving school. 

We wish her luck in this new adventure.  

 

Mrs Julie O’Regan who is leaving Charlton, Julie has supported us with caring for the children during their lunch breaks. 

 

Mrs Nicky McDowall who is leaving Charlton to spend more time raising her young family.  

 

Mrs Helga Duffy who is relocating to be closer to her family. I would like to thank Mrs Duffy for joining Charlton during 

the Autumn term whilst we recruited a longer term successor to Mrs Witney. It has been fantastic having you with us and 

we wish you all the best in your move. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their dedication and service to Charlton –you will be sorely 

missed. 

 
In January, after the Christmas break, we will be giving a warm welcome Mrs Hannah Silk. Hannah will be the new full-time 

Year 3 teacher working alongside Mrs Irwin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VACANCIES 

 

Lunchtime Supervisors required.  

 

We are currently looking to recruit one or more friendly, reliable and hardworking persons to join our team in supervising 

and creating play opportunities for our children over the lunch period.  

 

To ensure the safety and welfare of all of our children at lunchtime. The position involves looking after children in the 

dining hall, playground and/or classroom. You will need to be reliable, committed and genuinely interested in working 

with children and promoting the safeguarding and welfare of the children you are responsible for. Experience of working 

with children is desirable but not essential.  

Appointment will be subject to satisfactory enhanced DBS checks and references.  

 

We offer training in First Aid, safeguarding and expect the successful person to embrace and reflect our school values. We 

can offer you job stability, a friendly team with a good sense of humour, training where necessary and polite and happy 

children.  

 

Visits to the school are warmly welcome and actively encouraged. Please call the office to arrange a visit and for any 

further information. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Information for parents  

 
 
 
  

 

PE Kit 

 

A barrier we are experiencing with providing the full curriculum is children regularly forgetting some or all of their PE kit . 

Often relying on school having spare kit or borrowing from others. This is an unsatisfactory situation. From time to time 

things get forgotten or mislaid. Those moments aside typically all children should have their PE kit every single week. 

Bringing in on a Monday and taking home on a Friday appears to be a system that works for most families. Below are 

details of the PE kit requirements, which can also be found on our website: https://charltonprimary.com/uniform/.  

Pupils (Year 1 to 6) need:  

White round neck t-shirt 

Black or navy PE shorts 

Black/navy track-suit bottoms 

During colder months a navy school sweatshirt, a plain black sweatshirt or a black PE specific jumper with school logo can 

be worn. 

 

Lost property  

 

Lost property remains a problem at the school. The majority of lost property items handed in are unnamed. We appeal to 

parents to ensure that all clothing that is worn to school is named and that parents check with their children if they’ve lost 

items and ask them to collect these from the lost property box outside the Year 1 area. At the end of each term the box is 

emptied as we simply don’t have the space.  

 

 

Cycling safety  

 

As the evenings are getting much darker could we please remind you that children must be wearing a helmet and have 

lights on their bike to ensure their safety.  

 

 

Thank you.  
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A dog in school? Barking mad or paws for thought?  

 

For some time now we have been researching and planning the possible introduction of a School Dog. We wanted to 

share some of the considerations and thoughts with you in advance and we welcome any feedback to Mr Rose.  

 

What are the benefits of having a school dog?  

• Cognitive – companionship with a dog stimulates memory, problem-solving and game-playing 

 • Social – a dog can provide a positive mutual topic for discussion, encourages responsibility, wellbeing and focused 

interaction with others  

• Emotional – a school dog can also improve self-esteem, acceptance from others and lifts mood, often provoking 

laughter and fun. Dogs can also teach compassion and respect for other living things as well as relieving anxiety. 

 • Physical – interaction with a furry friend reduces blood pressure, provides tactile stimulation, assists with pain 

management, gives motivation to move, walk and stimulates the senses 

•Environmental –Reading to dogs has been proven to help children develop literacy skills and build confidence, through 

both the calming effect the dog’s presence has on children as well as the fact that a dog will listen to children read 

without being judgemental or critical. This comforting environment helps to nurture children’s enthusiasm for reading and 

provides them with the confidence to read aloud. 

 

Some concerns you might have: 

My child is allergic to dogs - it is understandable that some of you may be concerned about possible allergic reactions to 

a school dog. However, our school dog will be subjected to the most thorough cleanliness and grooming regime. They 

will also only be allowed in situations with pupils who voluntarily wish to work with them. Your permission will of course 

be sought in advance of our dog having access to, and working with, your child in school.  

 

My child is scared of dogs - Some children may have had upsetting experiences and thus have a fear of dogs (or another 

animal). Our school dog will only be in contact with children whose parents have given their permission. However, training 

will help them to be calm and gentle around children. Experience and research have shown that, with proper guidance 

and handling, children can learn to overcome their fear of animals and grow in respect and appreciation for them. 

 

The school has a ‘no dogs’ policy -  Our school does have a ‘no dogs’ policy, however because the school dog will have 

training, be on a leash at all times when moving around the school property and will always be accompanied by an adult 

the same rules will not apply.  

 

Will the dog be properly cared for? - They will be extremely well looked after and will live with Mr Rose and his family, 

coming to school most days but will stay safely in the offices. Whilst they are in school they will have access to a dog 

bed/crate in the offices where they can ‘chill out’ during the day! This is where they will spend most time initially. The 

school dog will visit the vet regularly for all injections as well as regular check-ups.   

 

Should things progress further we hope you will join us in welcoming a school dog and embrace all that they have to 

offer the school. More information about progress will be in future newsletters and a letter to seek your permission 

regarding contact will be sent home. 

 



 
 
 
 

PHOTOS FROM AROUND THE SCHOOL 

 

 
 

 

         

 

 

  

Year 2 had a very thoughtful day thinking about why Children in Need exists. We looked at how people work together as a 

team to raise lots of money. Year 3 children went to Wantage museum and learned how Victorian kitchens worked. They 

along with children across the school have been designing and colouring wonderful Christmas cards for our PTA fundraiser.  

Around the World' Club - Every Wednesday pupils from years 4 to 6 get together after school and welcome a visitor who 

has lived or spent a period of time abroad. We have so far welcomed Mr McPherson who talked about his time in Pakistan 

and Mr Hindson with his son Joe (in year 5) who talked about their time in Canada. We also look forward to visitors from 

France, South Africa, Wales and Portugal in the coming weeks. If you have spent some time abroad and would be happy to 

come and share informally about the country please email JKent@charlton.vale-academy.org. 

Year 5 are really enjoying having contact with their French penfriends in a school near La Rochelle - it is a joy to see their 

faces when their personal post is given to them in class!  

Foundation enjoyed joining in with the rest of the school for our “Odd socks day” and have also been learning all about 

different celebrations Bonfire night, Remembrance and Diwali have all been key themes.  Now they are busy rehearsing for 

our Christmas Singsong. The children are very excited as the countdown begins! 

 

The Wantage Mayor came to visit our School council accompanied by Mayor Eric Hamann from the twinning town in 

Germany.  

 

Well done to Rhiannon & Cary’s who recently received limited edition Blue Peter badges for their competition entry 

drawings.  
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