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Dear Parents,
I love looking at children’s fantastic homework and
hearing about extra-curricular achievements, in and out
of school. The number of pupils walking through my
26th

Tuesday
FebruaryTerm begins
Year 5 Maths Challenge
Thursday 28th February Year 2 Beech class trip to
crocodiles of the world
Friday 1st March Year 2 Willow class trip to
Crocodiles of the world
Year 5 Swimming
Year 4 Cricket coaching
Thursday 7th March World Book Day – Costumes
welcome
Friday 15th March Red Nose Day
Tuesday 19th March Year 5 to visit KA’s for “In the
heights” performance.
Friday 29th March – PTA Bingo
Tuesday 2nd & Thursday 4th April Parents evening
Friday 5th April End of term
https://charltonprimary.com/2017
/12/08/calendar/

door sharing their work and making me go ‘WOW!’ feels
like it is ever increasing. The sense of pride, the
determination and the hard work I am seeing from
pupils is fantastic - long may this continue.
Thank you so much to all the parents for your support
with the children’s work and achievements. I appreciate
that fitting in homework and independent study can be
tricky at times but when good learning habits and
routines are formed they tend to stick and are definitely
worth persevering with.
We are currently implementing an electronic booking
system called “School Interviews” to have in place for
our next parents’ evening. Before the event you will be
provided with a letter containing log in details so you
can view and select an appointment time with your
child’s class teacher, please keep an eye out for these in
book bags.
We hope this will be a helpful improvement and will
continue to keep you updated.

Mr Rose
Headteacher

Foundation

'Tell me story' topic has been a real hit with the children in Foundation this term. Retelling traditional
tales, acting out stories using puppets, wolf traps and fact finding about bears, are just a few of the
activities the children have enjoyed. Some of the Year 6 children joined us for a 'Big Read' and even
ended up acting out a story for the children.
Parents have also been learning about how we teach reading at our school, and we've had lots of parents
who have come and shared stories with our children. If anyone else would like to volunteer to be a 'Sofa
superhero' and come to read to the Foundation children, please let the office, or a Foundation Stage
Team member know.

Year 1 – Pirate Day!

At the beginning of term, Year 1 were invited to dress up as Pirates for the day as part of their new
topic. They wrote about what they would take with them to different types of islands, drew some pirate
portraits, took part in treasure hunts and learned some pirate songs.
Lots of their work is on display in the classroom which you are welcome to come and see.

Year 2 – Wow real science!

Year 2 started off their new topic, The Chocolate Teapot, with a science WOW day. Pupils got to work
like real scientists by making materials change state with the most amazing results.
They explored ‘sublimation’ by looking at dry ice and how it changes from a solid straight to a gas, it
was very surprising to hear how noisy it was when a heated spoon touched the dry ice!
They ended the workshop with Bright Sparks by making green slime to take home.

Year 4 – Sewage Treatment Works Visit

At the beginning of term, Maple and Oak Class in Year 4 visited Didcot Sewage Works as part of their
topic on Water. They learned all about how they make the water clean again and what makes a healthy
sewer! The children all now know what we should, and more importantly what we shouldn't, be flushing
down the loos, sinks and drains!

Year 6 – Shackleton’s Journey

Year 6 are learning about Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton’s expedition to the South Pole in 1914, they have
worked hard to create some fantastic homework including making Arctic meals, researching facts about
animals who live there and painting landscapes.
The display has created lots of interest and set a great example to other pupils.

Fundraising
In December Daisy, Jessica and Harvey held a
homemade Christmas decorations sale to raise
money for the school which showed real
initiative. Together they raised £76.10, which
is a great achievement.
We also enjoyed “Sparkle Day”, where children
were invited to accessorise their uniform and
bring in donations for the PTA hamper raffle.
Our PTA have been working very hard on a
number of events and we are pleased to share
the fundraising progress with you so far:

School Disco
Christmas Sparkle Day
Christmas Cards
Movie Night
Tea Towels
Quiz Night
Total raised

£850.00
£979.00
£546.00
£223.00
£145.72
£257.07
£3,000.79

Please take a look at the PTA Facebook page
for future events and ways to support:
www.facebook.com/groups/CharltonPTA
As a school we are always looking for new
fundraising ideas, should you work for a
company who can provide match funding or
know of a grant scheme that may be suitable
please let us know by emailing:
office@charlton.vale-academy.org

PTA
School Disco - Friday 15th February
Ideal for all year groups – everyone is welcome
Bar selling hotdogs, crisps, soft drinks, wine,
prosecco, gin, cider and lager
Glowsticks and finger flashlights also for sale
Parents must stay to supervise their children at all
times.
Tickets in advance only
FAMILY TICKET £7 ADULT £2.50 CHILDREN £1
Tickets will be sold after school on
11th, 13th & 15th February
If you wish to pay via PayPal please use this address
charltonPTAEvents@gmail.com including your name
as the payment reference.
The deadline for purchasing tickets via this way is
5pm on Friday 15th and subject to availability.
The funds raised this year will go towards
supporting the school purchase
new laptops, library books and resurfacing the
foundation stage playground.
Please support the PTA events, we have set our
fundraising target to be £10,000 this year and
together we can make that a reality.
We hope to see you next week!
Best Wishes,
Amber Game
Charlton PTA Chair

Upcoming Events
World Book Day – 7th of March
To celebrate World Book Day we invite pupils (and staff!) to dress as a
character from a book or come in pyjamas ready for a bedtime story.
Each pupil will be given a book token to bring home which can be
redeemed at a local bookseller to pick one of ten (exclusive, new and
completely free) books to enjoy. Or, if they’d rather, they can use it to
get £1 off any book or audio book costing over £2.99 at a participating
bookshop or book club.

Red Nose Day – Friday 15th of March
We will be selling red noses within school again this year to support Comic Relief, but please note the
cost has been set at £1.25 per nose. Could we please ask children to bring along the correct amount
should they wish to purchase as we are not able to provide change and wouldn’t like to cause any
disapointment. Many thanks!

King Alfred’s Meet ‘N’ Greet for Year 5 parents – Friday 26th of April at 2.30pm
We would like to invite along Year 5 parents for an informal Q&A session with Headteacher Rick Holroyd
and Deputy Headteacher Sarah Martin to discuss anything KA’s related such as uniform, behaviour or
pastoral care over tea and cake.
Invites will be sent out by email and we hope many of you can attend.

Lenny's Lizards Scavenger Challenge - February Half Term
For the challenge you can have fun learning about Gecko's, scavenge all the materials needed to
complete, have fun creating your own Gecko picture and even pay a visit to Lenny's Lizards to see for
yourself!
All entries will have the opportunity to win a 1 1/2hr party with all your friends!
Complete and return the activity sheet by 27th February to your teacher.
Funds raised will go towards replacing much needed durable tables and chairs for Charlton Acorns
Preschool.

Shop location: 13 Mill Street, Wantage. OX12 9GF.
https://www.lennyslizards.com/

Information for parents
Wantage Young Poet of the Year competition 2019
The Wantage Rotary Club are kindly hosting the Young Poet event again this year and all pupils are
welcome to take part, the theme is “My favourite hobby”.
Poems of 6 lines minimum and 14 lines maximum may be submitted, either hand written or word
processed. These will be marked on content and presentation so art work is welcome.
Pupils may enter one of two categories, either under 9’s or over 9’s. All entries must include:
-

The entrants name

-

The name of the school

-

The age group

The winning school in each category will receive a silver cup and a cheque for £100! All entrants will
receive a certificate and (first and second) in each category will receive £30 and £20 Book tokens as
prizes. The closing date will be the 14th of March and it takes approximately 10 days to mark and select
winners.
We hope lots of pupils will enjoy taking part and we wish them the best of luck!
Saturday Art Club at City of Oxford College
City of Oxford College have been in contact to offer a free 5 week, Creative Junior Saturday Art
course for 8-12 years olds. Children can explore all sorts of creative disciplines, including photography
(darkroom and digital), graphic design, animation, printmaking, textiles, fashion, ceramics, 3D, painting
and drawing.
The course takes place on Saturday mornings from 10am-12pm and parents are very welcome to attend
with their child at no extra cost. Full course information and how to enrol can be found using the below
link.
https://www.activatelearning.ac.uk/courses/art-design/junior-saturday-art-club-for-9-12-year-olds

School dog – Stage 2
Two carefully selected dogs have now begun to work with several children in the school, initially
enjoying short walks together. Mr Rose had carried out assessments prior to the introduction and both
dogs have lots of previous experience with children. With the sessions going so well we will continue to
share further news in due course.

School Funding
Dear Parents,
I am sure you will have seen in the news that school finances are a much debated topic at present.
Charlton Primary School has been in a better position than some due to the increase in our pupil intake
over recent years but managing our budgets has become a daily reality.
Despite determined efforts to reduce costs, we had been forced to come to the conclusion that current
levels of funding are unsustainable. Technically, school funding might be at record levels but costs are
rising faster, added to the fact that schools are now expected to resource and offer much wider provision
than ever before.
Reduced funding is leading to a reduction in the number of teaching and support staff, delaying building
maintenance, maximising class sizes and cutting back on teaching resources. We have now decided to
write to our MP directly as part of a national campaign of action later this month.
Again, I thank the PTA as without their fundraising efforts, the school would not be able to fund schoolwide improvement projects such as new laptops, funding for the arts, new reading books and the Forest
School.
We also greatly value all contributions made by parents directly to the school, each making a significant
difference to every pupil. Should you wish to make a one off donation or set up a standing order
contribution please contact the school office – all donations whatever the amount are greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your support.
Mr Rose

PHOTOS FROM AROUND THE
SCHOOL

Well done to some of our Year 4 and 5 pupils who took part in a Dance Festival at Wantage Leisure Centre. They had a fantastic
day learning some dance moves and choreographing our own section of the dance, before performing it to the other schools!
The Primary Sports Hall Athletics event was held at the brand new sports facility on KA's West Site. We came a very respectable
4th out of 9 teams, well done to all the children who took part.
Carys in Year 4 has received her Gold Award in our success ladder system. In order to gain this level the children must have
earned 125 merits in a very wide variety of academic subjects and we are very proud of Carys.
Year 5 have been busy creating volcanoes for their homework as part of their Natural Disasters topic.
Year 2 have looked closely at the illustrator Quentin Blake, imitating his style and techniques while creating their own sketches.
African drumming club joined us as percussion in our achievement assembly, all the children really enjoyed the music!
Around the World Club welcomed Ms Lopes and Mr Smart in January. Ms Lopes enjoyed telling us about her home country
Portugal and Mr Smart talked about his home country Wales. We look forward to hearing about France and Brazil this term and
Antarctica next term. If you have visited or lived in or come from another country please contact JKent@charlton.valeacademy.org.

