19/10/2018

Wednesday 31st October Term begins
Millets Falconry visit – Year 1
Thursday 1st November Firemen visit – Year 2
Friday 2nd November Church visit – Year 4
Tuesday 6th November Flu immunisations
Wednesday 7th November School photos
Friday 9th – PTA Quiz Night 7pm
Tuesday 13th & Thursday 15th
November Parents evening (Years 1 -6)
Wednesday 12th December Watermill Theatre trip – Year 3
Friday 14h December –
Forest School Party – Year 2
Friday 21st December School finishes at 12:00

Time flies when you’re having fun! The first term has
been action packed – Aliens landing in the Year 1
playground, a new Foundation cohort, Year 2
Superhero Day, Junior Citizenship at Oxford Fire
Station, educational trips to the JR, Greek day, Cross
Country competitions, Forest School, and No Pens
Wednesday to name just a few of the activities that
have taken place this term. Amid current
financial pressures, it is important that we continue to
focus on offering the best educational experiences to
our pupils. This links closely to our reaffirmed school
mission and vision.
The Local Governing Body’s vision is to see
Charlton Primary School become a top
performing provider of primary education.
The School’s mission is to deliver consistently
excellent education that nurtures the whole
child, enabling them to fulfil their individual
potential, and that encourages aspiration in
every pupil.
A question we regularly visit and review is how we
can create and maintain a culture of excellence at
Charlton that permeates into every classroom and
every area of school life. There is little doubt
that educational attainment improves life chances. I
feel lucky to lead a school where the starting point is
that everyone can achieve academically, regards of
background or circumstance, in a happy, safe,
inclusive and values-based learning community
facilitated by committed and caring staff.
Mr Rose

Head Boy & Head Girl

It was a very thorough process to appoint both Head Boy and Head Girl. The quality and leadership shown by all
candidates was exceptional and it was a privilege to be part of this process. All candidates presented before the
Upper KS2, Miss Malpas and Miss Joyce. The older children in the audience and staff voted.
I am delighted and proud that Sam Bridle has been appointed as Head Boy and that Lizzie Ireland has been
appointed Head Girl. Felix Potter as Deputy Head Boy and Megan Spencer as Deputy Head girl.
The Head Boy and Girl of the school are responsible for managing the whole of the School Council, ensuring that
all duties are carried out correctly and that they themselves are the ultimate role models for all other pupils in the
school.
Duties of the Head Boy and Girl will consist of:





Representing the school at local and national events as Charlton ambassadors
Making speeches at Open Evenings and other suitable occasions.
Collecting merits
When appropriate taking parents and pupils on tours of the school and generally welcoming visitors to
the school.

As ambassadors for the school, the Head Boy and Girl ensure that the views of all pupils are represented and
listened to by coordinating student voice for a wide range of school issues from teaching and learning to school
dinners.
We wish you luck in your new roles.
Mr Rose

School Council
It’s a new school year and that means school council elections!
The children who were interested in standing for school council have each made presentations to their class, the
votes have been cast and counted, and we have our new school council!
Class representatives:
Year 2
Willow class: Darcey Prince
Beech class: Noah Game
Year 3
Sycamore class: Holly Hancock
Ash class: Finlay Riding
Year 4
Oak class: Millie Swaffield
Maple class: George Walker & Marcie Jones
Year 5
Poplar class: Alice Kent
Rowan class: Sophia Ward
Year 6
Acacia class: Sammie Dodd
Hornbeam class: Molly Batts

We look forward to working with you soon!

Information for parents
Consumables day
Thank you to everyone who donated items on our “consumables day”, your generosity was much
appreciated and the items have all been distributed amongst the classrooms.
Update – School Funding Campaign
You will be aware that 2000 Headteachers attended a rally in Westminster and delivered a letter to 11
Downing Street on Friday 28 September, as part of a campaign by Worth Less?, a grass-roots group
working for improved school funding. Amongst them I joined a group of 35 Headteachers from
Oxfordshire. It is clear from support and comments Mr Rose received, that parents overwhelmingly support
the need for much improved investment in our schools. As soon as we receive a reply from the Chancellor,
we will let you know.
Parents have also asked how they can support the drive for improved funding. For more information, please
search #parentsteachersunite on Twitter or Facebook. We would again like to thank you for your support
and confirm that the campaign will remain reasonable and determined with a single goal of ensuring that
every school and pupil receive a much better deal in the near future.

Have you visited our website?
https://charltonprimary.com/
“See what the children have been up to this week”
as the teachers share pictures and topics from the
classroom, find term dates and details of fundraising
events from our PTA.

Our lost property area is now all located in the
Year 1 entrance, please check it regularly.

Please can we ask if your child is having a cooked school lunch you ensure this has been booked via
ParentPay. Bookings must be submitted by Thursday for the following week, you can also book multiple
weeks in advance.
On average we currently have approximately 20 children, each day, eating who have not booked. This is
incredibly difficult for our kitchen team to manage. If you have problems ordering on ParentPay please let
the school office know.

No Pens Wednesday
Pens down, speak up! It’s
#NoPensDay Wednesday
A day throughout our school dedicated to showcasing
the importance of speech, language and communication
within the classroom.
In Year 5, we were learning how to interpret a remainder as
a decimal using number cards instead of written methods.
In RE, we researched another missionary (Martin Luther
King, Gladys Aylward, Dr Thomas Banardo), identified 5
important facts about their work, story mapped these facts
and added actions to help us to remember them then we
created a piece of artwork to summarise their work.
In Year 2 Maths we had to prove our answers but using
equipment and by explaining our answer with our words. In
art we had to create a background by cutting paper and
sticking shapes together, a bit like Henri Matisse, an artist
that we learned about last week. In spelling we had to sort
words, spot the rule and make words with magnetic letters.
In history we had to cut and match items to a modern
kitchen and a kitchen from long ago. We managed to learn
lots even though we couldn’t write things down.

Foundation

We have welcomed 60 new children in Foundation Stage this year. They have had a fantastic start to life at Charlton
School and are eager and ready to learn. This term our topic has been 'Magical Me'. We have been learning about
our bodies, the senses and how to keep fit and healthy. The children have been telling us all about themselves and
their families. Mums and dads have been learning too, during our Parent Information Meeting about 'Language and
Literacy in the Early Years.' Thank you to all of you who were able to attend. As the children in Foundation Stage now
have focus weeks, parental discussion will follow instead of a formal parents evening.
In the next few weeks we are hoping to plant bulbs with the children in our outdoor area and would be very grateful
for any donations.

Important Safety Message

Safety Issues at School Drop Off / Pick Up Time
The safety of all children is a foremost concern to all at Charlton Primary school. Unfortunately when Charlton
Primary School was built, the designers did not foresee the heavy use of cars to drop or pick up children at school
that we now have. Pupils are now driven in from many surrounding villages and indeed Wantage itself.
Our aim is to reduce, within our powers, the risk of any accidents involving cars and children. When driving along
Charlton Road, please always drive at low speed when in the vicinity of school and where possible walk / scoot /
cycle to and from school rather than drive, this has the added benefit of being a healthy option too, as well as
reducing traffic.
A current concern is the number of children crossing at non designated points. There have been a number of near
misses. We all want to keep our children safe. You’ve probably already talked about crossing the road safely and,
particularly for those children that travel to and from school on their own, directed them to always use the crossing
patrol. I would encourage you to repeat the message again and check that your wishes are being followed in the
way you intended.
Inconsiderate and dangerous parking remains an issue. Should you see a vehicle parked illegally please contact the
town council or the Thames Valley Police. Charlton Primary School has no authority beyond our entrance.

PHOTOS FROM AROUND THE
SCHOOL

The children in years 1 and 2 spent an inspirational morning with the author Mini Grey on Tuesday morning.
Year 1 and 2 children from St Nicholas School in Challow also joined us. Mini told us stories, talked about
where she gets her ideas and showed us her amazing sketch book that was full of drawings and ideas for new
books. She also so showed us how to make zigzag books and how to share even more of the story through
pictures. The children couldn't wait to get back to class and start making their own books.
Year 3 children celebrated their Victorian topic in the final week of term by inviting parents in to school to see
some of their work and a dancing performance.
Year 4 held an Ancient Greek Day where they were invited to wear costumes, take part in Olympic Games and
enjoy a banquet of Greek food they helped prepare.

