24/05/2019

Dear Parents,

Monday 3rd June – Term begins
Year 5 – Residential to Shortenills
Thursday 6th June –
Years 5/6 – Cricket at Challow
Thursday 13th June –
Whole school – Class photos
Monday 17th June –
Year 6 – Residential to Condover
Tuesday 25th June –
NSPCC day
Saturday 29th June –
PTA – Festival (2-8pm)
Wednesday 3rd July–
Foundation - trip to Cotswold
Thursday 4th July –
KA’s transition day
Thursday 11th July –
Years 1/2 – Sports day
Friday 12th July –
Circus workshops – Non uniform
Saturday 13th July –
PTA – Circus at Grove Rugbty Club
Monday 15th July –
Year 4 – Cotswold Wildlife Park
Thursday 18th July –
Year 5/6 – Sports day
Friday 19th July –
Foundation – Animal ‘Sing Song’
Year 2 – African Assembly

We have been overwhelmed with support from our local
community this term. Firstly, thank you for your support
during our recent Ofsted inspection, it was a very
pleasing visit and I look forward to sharing more
information with you in due course. We also appreciate
all the responses to our recent Parent Questionnaire and
we will be following up any points raised over the next
few weeks.
Our fantastic PTA and staff have worked tirelessly to
make our May Fayre a real success, we were very
grateful for all the many donations received from
families and to everyone who attended to enjoy the
event with us. This fundraising is critical to our school
and we couldn’t achieve this without all your support.
Pupils in Year 6 and Year 2 have now completed their
SATs papers, staff have been very impressed with the
hard work shown and the pupils should all be very
proud of their efforts.
We hope you all have a very enjoyable May half term and
look forward to all the many trips and activities planned
for Term 6.
Mr Rose
Headteacher

Foundation – ‘Let’s find out about’

Our topic this term has been, 'Let's find out about...', so we started the term with a trip to Wantage
library. Here the children enjoyed a story or two and found out about all the things the library has to
offer. They even got to choose an information book to bring back to school, about something they are
interested in.
As part of our learning, we have also been thinking about 'living' and 'not living' things. We visited
Badbury Clumps near Faringdon, to look at the amazing bluebells and experience walking through the
woods. From this the children have been very interested in growing seeds, so with the help of Jack and
the beanstalk, the bean planting has begun...

Year 1- Jungle Road Show

Our Year 1 pupils have been looking at Rainforests and comparing them to England. We have had a
focus on the Amazon Rainforest and have made our own Rainforest shoeboxes, exploring the different
layers. We were lucky to have a visit from Jonathan's Jungle Roadshow. Jonathan brought in a pink toed
tarantula called Spinderella, a millipede, some stick insects and a Boa Constrictor. The children were
super brave and held most of the animals! We've really enjoyed our topic.

Year 2 – Sutton Courtenay

As part of our topic on habitats, we enjoyed a visit to Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre.
We are now using all the information we learned during the trip to design and create our own habitats
using shoeboxes. Thank you to parents for supporting our pupils to decide which habitat they would
like to make and supplying resources/materials.

Year 3 – Maths outside the classroom

Year 3 pupils made the most of the lovely weather with some outside maths, they were measuring
different lengths and recording them in different ways. Later comparing them using both comparative
language and symbols. In Art, they have been creating their own plaster of paris fossils by making a
mould using plasticine. Sycamore class also enjoyed a Taekwondo taster session.

Year 4 – Chance to Shine

Throughout term 4, Nick Holroyd has been teaching cricket to the Year 4s on a Friday afternoon. Nick
works for a charity called ' Chance to Shine' which promotes cricket from a young age. On the last day of
term 4 we had a competition between the two classes. Team 'Geoffrey Boycott' were the champions
and Nick presented the team with a trophy. This can be admired in our ever growing trophy cabinet in
the front entrance.

This term in Maple class we have been doing short meditation exercises and learning the importance of
looking after our minds as well our bodies. Year 4 pupils also enjoyed an afternoon of skateboarding and
during Design and Technology pupils have been designing and then making Roman Chariots.

Year 5 – Poetry & Performances

We are very proud to announce that two poems from Charlton School were selected for the Brian
Edwards’ Poetry & Prose competition run by the Friends of Grove Library, they were for:
Year group 4 - 5 (ages 8 to 10)
Winner: Juliette for her poem 'Spring InThe Dark'
Runner Up: Coco for her poem 'Autumn Again'
The committee were so impressed by all the class submissions and their originality that they put them
on display during the prize giving pictured above, well done Rowan class!
All Year 5 pupils have been busy creating costumes and taking part in rehearsals for the preperation of
their ‘Who’s Your Mummy’ performance, we hope all the parents enjoyed the performance as much as
we did!

Year 6 – Mini speaks competition

Two teams from Year 6 attended a master class at KA's last term with Mrs Wigley to prepare for the
competition. After this, they worked collaboratively to plan, write and perform their speeches. Team 1
spoke about clothing pollution whilst team 2 spoke about plastic in the ocean. Both teams spoke with
confidence and clarity and made us all extremely proud. They received some great feedback from the
judges with Team 2 been awarded overall winners!
Pupils have been creating some brilliant 3D Mayan temples for their homework and we recently
enjoyed an afternoon of skateboaring during a visit from Liam at Rubicon.

PTA – May Fayre

Wow what a year we are having...
The response and support that the parents, carers and pupils of Charlton have shown us has been quite
overwhelming.... we have had 2 sold out events back to back! We have seen new faces coming along and
supporting us and the May Fayre on Saturday was soooooo busy, the donations we received were truly amazing
and the atmosphere was lovely.
We dreamed for £10,000, we're currently sat with 2 major events to come and we're less than £1000 away from
our target. Thank you!! I know how much the school needs and appreciates the funds we are raising. Tickets for
Charltonbury Festival and The Pazaz Circus are now on sale and can be purchased from the school office or online
via https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/charlton-primary-school-pta
Together we are making a difference!
Best Wishes,
Amber Game

Upcoming Events

O2 and the NSPCC have joined forces on a mission to help all children and their families in the UK stay
safe online. Together, they’re offering useful tools, support and guidance to help parents and carers
have frequent conversations with their children about their online lives.
We would like to invite all parents to a free online safety workshop at Charlton Primary School at 9.00am
– 10.00am on 25th June. The content covered in the workshops is aimed at adults. Parents with children
are advised to arrange childcare if possible.
The hour-long workshop will help parents, carers and other adults understand their child’s online
world, build confidence to have those important conversations that can help keep children safe online
and help you know where to go for help and advice.
Please RSVP to office@charlton.vale-academy.org if you wish to attend so we can accommodate
numbers.
Until then, if you need any support or guidance about keeping children safe online, here are a few
things you could do:


Visit our NSPCC and O2 NSPCC website pages,



Call our free O2 NSPCC Online Safety Helpline on 0808 800 5002



Download our Net Aware app on the App Store or Google Play



Sign up to our icebreaker email series.

Many thanks,
Julie Batten

Information for parents
Circus workshops
On Friday 12th of July pupils are invited to dress down
and bring a donation of £1, on this day pupils will be
attending an exciting circus workshop! (Workshops will
take place in the school hall).

School lunches
After careful consideration, we are having to implement an increase of 20p in the price of school meals
with effect from September this year. The cost increase means that meals will rise from £2.30 to £2.50
per day. We have managed to freeze the price for a couple of years but the rising cost of ingredients and
staffing have forced us to re-evaluate, although we have endeavoured to keep the increase to a minimum.
Also just a polite reminder that we have a nut free school policy, please refrain from using spreads such a
Nutella in your children’s lunches.

Music lessons with Mark Levy now available for Violin, Viola, Cello and double bass!
Lessons take place during school for Years 3 and above, prices starting from £6.75 a session.
See Oxfordshire County Music Service for further details or contact music.service@oxfordshire .gov.uk

May Half Term Holiday Club – St James CE Primary School, East Hanney.
Running on the 28th, 29th, 30th and 31st May 2019.
£35 per child for 8.30am – 5.30pm
£18 per child for 8.30am – 12.30pm
£18 per child for 1.00pm- 5.30pm
Hot lunch, all food and drinks are included.
For more details and booking please contact Katherine: theclub@hanneyce.vale-academy.org

School Funding
School funding crisis
School funding and falling budgets are hot topics at the moment; and you may be wondering how you can
help your school.

Meeting challenges together
While the government is being confronted to address the funding challenges, parents are not powerless to
assist their school. We strongly believe that school and parents working in partnership is the most positive
way to raise money and secure the best educational experiences for our children.
The good news is, everything your PTA raises goes directly to providing for the school, and, in
consultation with staff, through the PTA parents have a say on where and how the money is spent.

Get involved
You can make a real difference! Here are a few examples how:
1. Don’t forget to use easyfundraising next time you shop online!
Over £15 has already been raised by 45 supporters, if each family could use this free link:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/charltonpsoxfd/ we could make the total much higher.
It’s a really simple way to raise money for Charlton Primary School Oxford through your everyday online
shopping with retailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S.

2. Giving financial support
As a guide, parents may wish to make a regular donation of £5 or £10 a month, other may choose to
make an annual donation, perhaps in the region of £30 to £50. To make a single donation of less than
£100 please contact the school office for bank details, or make cheques payable to "The Vale Academy
Trust". We are extremely grateful to the families that already do this.

3. PTA events
The PTA have organised some brand new family events and for the first time will be holding a circus and
music festival! We hope many of you can join us to not only enjoy but make these events a real success
and reach the £10,000 fundraising target!

Did you know that your PTA fundraising paid for:
£1,300 – Wet weather clothing for Forest School

£60 – Protective covers for library books

£5,000 – Contribution to playground extension

£1,500 - Towards library books

£339 - A reading shed

£3,444 - A forest school shed

£600 - Wet play equipment

£200 - Foundation waterwall

£500 - African drums

£1,500 - Books for Years 1 & 2

£4,500 - New school laptops
There has never been a better or more important time to support your PTA.

Eco Club – Community Garden

We are very excited to now announce that our Eco club reps have been filiming with the BBC for an
episode of Gardeners World! Pupils who are part of the Eco club were put forward to attend after their
recent gardening efforts at the Parkinsons.Me Community Garden in West Lockinge. The garden is open
for members of the public to enjoy and we look forward to watching.

PHOTOS FROM AROUND THE
SCHOOL

Thank you to Mrs Merrison and Mrs Irwin for opening our May Fayre and drawing the Prize Raffle before their retirements begin
this summer.
Nick Breakspear and his guitar students joined us for an enjoyable music assmebly.
We celebrated May Day with a wonderful Morris dancing display.
Well done to our pupils who took part in the Vale Girls’ Swimming final and came 3rd place winning a trophey!
Congratulations to Harvey and Autumn who completed the Thames Path Walk to raise funds for Diabetes UK.
Well done to our Year 6 pupils who took part in The Vale Girls’ Tag Rugby Event, Charlton A team achieved 1-0 in the final and
won the tournament.
Well done to Millie, Isabelle, Cerys, Yazmin and Alice in year 5 who raised £176.51 from their cake sale for new playtime
equipment!

