
Reading Information Meeting- Foundation Stage 
 
Here are the answers to the questions asked with regards to Reading. I hope 
you find them useful. 
 
Our system for borrowing books, key texts and levelled readers. 
-Cloakroom – red book towers (please sign out) 
-‘Levelled’ readers. You do not need to sign these out. Please only take 1 at a 
time. Only choose from the level the class teacher has given to your child. If 
they are reading them easily at home – talk to your child’s teacher. Please 
remember – it is NOT a race or a competition. 
-Choose a variety of books. Different schemes focus on different skills – 
developing phonic skills, key words, non-fiction etc 
-Classroom – book boxes, key readers. 
-PLEASE do not allow your child to put their water bottles in their book bags! 
-If you see dog-eared, poor quality books or text please give them to a staff 
member. 
-When you practise reading at home, please note it in your child’s reading 
record 
 
How important is reading at home? 
 
•This is the start of your child’s journey in learning to read, but the wealth of 
language and opportunities for discussion from sharing stories and books is 
also imperative to your child’s development and language acquisition. 
•We can teach reading at school, and encourage a love of books and reading, 
but for children to become ‘lovers’ of books and proficient at reading, it needs 
a joined up approach between home and school. 
•Children learn to read…. and then read to learn. 
 
 
How often do children read 1:1 with an adult at school? 
 
•To read with each child each week for 15 mins, would take approximately 7.5 
hours a week, per class! That is 1.5 days of teaching time. 
•Teaching and practising reading skills is incorporated throughout our day… 
phonics time, sharing at least 2 class stories a day, through topic themes- Tell 
me a story, Land of Make Believe, quiet time activities… even in PE activities! 
•In phonics we work on ‘phases’ to teach the children how different sounds 
are written. We also teach them key words and tricky words, how to sound 
words out (segment) and put the sounds together to make a word (blend). We 
teach them about what a letter is, what a word is and what a sentence is. 
•We instil a love of books through our daily provision and through ‘Special’ 
opportunities such as Library visits, World Book Day, Book Fairs, and sharing 
books with older children and adults in school 
•Through play – making up stories, role-play, making props to re-tell stories, 
making books 
•Group/guided reading. This enables us to support the children to develop 
new skills – and is often at a higher level than they are practising at home. It is 



a fantastic opportunity to talk about books, share new vocabulary and practise 
their reading in a supportive, small group situation.  
•Read 1:1 whenever possible. As with any other area of the curriculum, we 
give 1:1 support where it is needed. 
•If anyone could give up a small amount of time a week to share stories/ listen 
to children read…. PLEASE let us know! 
 
 
How much support should I give with sounding out (segmenting) and making 
(blending) the words when my child is practising their reading? 
 
•Imagine you picked up a book in a language you don’t know. You would 
probably put it back again! 
•It needs to be a positive experience, with the adult being happy, keen and 
patient! 
•Support, share and model. 
•Don’t let them struggle but do let them ‘have a go’. If they are finding it tricky 
to blend the sounds- model it for them. We call it ‘robot talk’ 
•Look for sounds and words (key words, tricky words and words they already 
know!) Get them to point at a sound/word as quickly as they can. How many 
can they find on a page/in the book? Make it into a game.  
•Guide them towards the pictures to help them work out what is happening. 
•Try and encourage them to ‘track’ the words with their finger. 
•Remember – very few children will recognise a sound or word after seeing it 
once. It usually takes about 20-40 sightings…and for some children can take 
up to 200 before it is committed to memory. 
 
 
My child doesn’t want to practise reading at home. 
 
•By making it a part of the daily routine, it will become less of an issue. 
•Offer a choice about WHEN they are going to read – i.e. before tea or after 
tea? But make sure they are not too tired. 
•Make it an enjoyable time – not a battle…Praise, encourage and smile.  
•Help them to choose their books at school. 
•When they are practising get them to hold the book, turn the pages. It gives 
them ownership. 
•If they are finding it tough, share the reading, and read them a story of their 
choice afterwards. 
•The focus doesn’t always have to be their school reading book – it might be 
an alphabet puzzle, Ipad app, comic or magazine. Vary the reading material 
you are using, but do it TOGETHER! It is the interaction and talk about 
reading and words that is important. 
 


