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Tuesday 2nd June 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

Ordinarily, this week, all of the children at Charlton Primary School would be starting Term 6; their 

final term of this academic year. In normal times, we would be welcoming the children as they return 

from a May half-term break. Some would have enjoyed a family holiday, days out, or family events. 

 

Lengthy preparations have taken place over recent weeks to reorganise all aspects of school life, so 

that we can viably accommodate, in the first stages, our Key Worker and ‘priority’ children, and 

welcome back those Year 6 children after many weeks.  We are aware that school will look and feel 

very different for those children who have had time away from us and there are plans to ensure that 

children have the time to acclimatize to their ‘new’ surroundings. 

 

This week, although we have our Key Worker and Year 6 children in, each of our classrooms, in 

lower and upper school, will contain one pod of children.  This means that all staff, that are able to be 

in, due to their own personal circumstances, are timetabled into a particular role to care for the 

children.  This means that we are continuing to work with a skeletal body of people, given the 

government direction we are required to follow.  As such, with staff workload in mind, we will be 

returning to parents’ normal way of contacting us; year group emails will now be closed and should 

you need to contact any member of staff, please do so by emailing or telephoning the office.  Please 

be patient in your expectations of a return in communication as all staff now on site will be attached 

to a pod of children during the school day. Please support us and be aware that should any 

member of staff be ill we would be forced to close a pod. 

 

We ask that no adult enters the school building and should you wish to walk your child on to site, 

please leave them at the blue gates and observe social distancing at all times.   

 

Please also remember that during this first week of term, we will be unable to provide a meal at 

lunchtime for any children attending school.  From Monday 8th June a ‘grab bag’ style service will 

resume.  For those families who have been redeeming free school meal vouchers, those will be 

continuing for the time being. 

 

It has been suggested to us that we could redirect those children still at home to some more generic, 

online teaching resources, but we have decided we would like to continue with our delivery, via our 

school website, of a bespoke home learning package for each year group.  Those children in 

Foundation Stage and Year 6, will have the same learning uploaded that the children in school will 

receive, and Years 1 – 5 will also continue to receive the learning as they have been.  

 

The Senior Leadership Team will be spending much of this week planning for the return of our 

Foundation Stage children on Monday 8th June.  We do hope that this is going to be possible. 

 

For your reference, all of the letters that have been sent home, are located on the website, under the 

‘Covid-19 Update’ tab on our home page. 

 

We look forward to more familiar times. 

 

Kind regards, 
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SRose                                 

 

Mr Steven Rose           Mrs Michelle Rooke 

Executive Head Teacher                     Head of School 
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Charlton Primary School 

A summary of reopening plans 
 

 

Which children are being prioritised? 

 

We have been redirected to keep focusing on priority pupils; vulnerable children and those of 

critical workers - across all year groups. 

Beyond these groups, children in Year 6, Foundation and Year 1 will return first. However, at 

this stage we are not guaranteeing this. Under current controls, most classrooms only 

accommodate 10 children (which make a Pod). So for one year group, we need at least 6 

adults and six classrooms. With one or two classrooms needed for other requirements and 

control measures.  Add in the priority group ‘Pods’ and it doesn’t leave (if anything) much 

left over.  

 

 

How will school be different? 

 

• Plans include keeping classroom doors and windows open to encourage air flow, and    

            introducing restrictions and children’s movements around the school building. 

• No more than 15 children per classroom but typically 10, kept separate from others   

            in a ‘Pod’ 

• Pupils asked to stay 2m (6ft 6in) apart where possible - but we have to accept this will  

            be difficult with younger children 

• More regular hand washing - for at least 20 seconds 

• Staggered break and lunch times, plus different arrival and departure arrangements 

• Less sharing of equipment such as books and toys, with few items taken home 

• Parents should not gather at school gates or in the playground 

• Parents and visitors should only enter school buildings by appointment 

• If any pupils or staff, or anyone they live with, develop coronavirus symptoms, they  

            will be asked to stay away from school. 

• If a Pod’s teacher is poorly or absent, the children in that Pod might be asked to stay  

            at home until a solution is found. 

 

 

Is it safe to send my child to school? 

 

The risk of coronavirus to pupils in the classroom is very small, but not zero, according to 

sources in the government's scientific advisory group, Sage. 

The group has published documents about the safety and impact of reopening schools in 

England, which also say teachers would not be at above-average risk compared with other 

occupations. 
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Do I have to send my child to school? 

 

• It is not currently compulsory to send children to school. 

• This temporary arrangement - where usual sanctions do not apply - is expected to  

            continue in England during the summer term. 

 

 

What if my child will still be learning at home? 

 

It has been suggested to us that we could redirect those children still at home to some more 

generic, online teaching resources, but we have decided we would like to continue with our 

delivery, via our school website, of a bespoke home learning package for each year group.  

Those children in Foundation Stage and Year 6, will have the same learning uploaded that the 

children in school will receive, and Years 1 – 5 will also continue to receive the learning as 

they have been.  

In addition to support home learning, the BBC launched a major programme of educational 

content on its BBC Bitesize service, including regular daily lessons in English, maths and 

other core subjects. 

 

 

What about Free School Meals?  

 

We will continue supporting children in school who are eligible for benefits related free 

school meals, and for those who are at home. 

Until further notice, this will be through the Department for Education’s (DfE) centrally 

funded national voucher scheme. 

From Monday 8th June, for those year groups eligible and attending school, universal infant 

free school meals will be provided through grab style pack lunch bags.   
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