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4th June 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

Thank you for your patience and co-operation whilst we have been gathering the information 

that we need to plan for a safe re-opening for Foundation Stage pupils from 8th June.  

 

Guidance from the DfE has directed us to keep focusing on priority pupils (vulnerable 

children and those of critical workers). This, coupled with the increase in numbers of parents 

who wish for their children to return to Foundation, means we are now able to offer pupils in 

Foundation Stage a return to school for one day a week.  

 

We are very excited at the prospect of welcoming the children back to school. It feels like a 

very long time since we have seen them, and school has been very different without them. 

For the youngest children in the school, a day a week will allow them to re-establish their 

routines as well as time to reconnect with adults and other children after what feels like a 

long time!  

All pupils in Foundation Stage have been allocated a place within a pod, as we understand 

that for some families the decision to remain at home may change. Each pod will consist of a 

maximum of 15 pupils following government guidance. However, as we are using Cherry 

classroom to also provide for our priority pupils, we will only be able to use Birch classroom 

as a base for the rest of Foundation. Guidance states that pupils must be kept separate from 

others in a different pod and cannot be moved between pods, so those pupils who are already 

allocated to a priority/critical worker pod of Foundation pupils will remain in that pod and 

will be based in Cherry classroom. 

Tapestry will be used to share with you which pod your child will be in, the staff that will be 

supporting your child and the day that your child will be scheduled to be in school. This will 

be shared on Friday. We are unable to offer alternative days due to the complex criteria 

which must be met. 

If your child is already in the priority group of pupils for Foundation Stage, they must arrive 

between 8.45 and 9.00am. These pupils will finish school at 3.10pm. Please drop off your 

children at the unit. 

For all other children returning to school, pupils need to arrive between 9.10 and 9.20am. 

These pupils will also finish the school day at 3.10pm.  

For all pupils arriving at Foundation, please use the red markings outside of the unit to help 

you to maintain social distancing. We ask that only one parent drops off or collects to 

minimise the number of people on site. On arrival, your child will be greeted at the blue gate 

by a member of staff. Parents and carers are unable to enter the unit or the school building at 
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this time. We ask that you do not arrive earlier than these times as we have staggered start 

times for other year groups. If you arrive later than the start time, you will need to visit the 

front entrance, but you must not enter this area if another person is already in the foyer; 

please wait outside the sliding doors at a safe distance.  

At the end of the day, please wait on the paved or grassed area outside of the blue gates and 

we will bring your child to you.  

Pupils do not need to wear school uniform but please come to school in clothes that are 

suitable for outdoors. Every child will need to bring a named sunhat, coat/jacket and will 

need to have sun cream applied before the start of the school day; we suggest an 8-hour 

lotion. We will not be able to reapply sun cream so suggest that if your child is fair skinned 

that they wear a long sleeved, light weight top and a pair of trousers. We will be unable to 

loan items of clothing to children unless there is a toileting incident. Children should only 

bring in a named water bottle, a piece of fruit and their lunch box if they are not having a 

‘grab bag’ lunch. Please do not bring in school bags or book bags; at this time, we are unable 

to send home reading books due to quarantine issues.  

 

Please ensure that you are contactable at all times. If your details have changed, please 

contact the school office via email with your details.  Should your child display any 

symptoms that suggests they are unwell, we will require them to be collected immediately. 

 

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact the Mrs Edwards via the school 

email or via Tapestry. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing the children return. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Sam Malpas & Foundation Stage team 

 

Assistant headteacher 
 


