
   
 

 
  

Executive Headteacher: Steven Rose   -   Head of School: Michelle Rooke 

Telephone:  01235 762861 

Email: office@charlton.vale-academy.org    

Web: www.charltonprimary.com 

Friday 19th June 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

RE: Staffing and class allocation for September 2020 

 

We are very pleased to be in a position to be able to share our plans for teaching staff in 

September! It is with a heavy heart that we will be saying goodbye to Mr Martin, who has 

been a TA with us for nearly 4 years, and Mrs Crawshaw who has been working to support 

our Year 6 groups this year.  Our best wishes to them both. 

 

As mentioned later, Mrs Batten will also be saying goodbye at the end of this academic year.  

She has shared a wealth of expertise during her time at Charlton and she will be sorely 

missed. 

 

Although we still find ourselves in an unfamiliar situation, it is important we continue 

planning for the future and a return to normal schooling.  We are delighted to tell you that 

once again we are in the fortuitous position of being fully staffed, despite the current crisis. 

Having a stable and experienced staff enables us to achieve the best possible educational 

outcomes for your children, and I would like to thank the Class Teachers and Teaching 

Assistants for all their hard work and commitment to the children in their care. We felt with 

much uncertainty around at present that we wanted to inform parents at the earliest 

opportunity about class allocation for the next academic year. This gives you the time and 

opportunity to manage the transition effectively with your child.  

 

We have had to consider very carefully where to place each teacher, as well as considering 

the class profiles and the disruption to learning experienced this year. We have therefore 

decided classes will not be mixed and arrangements are as follows: 

 

Current Class 

19/20 

Class Teacher  

for 2020-2021 

Classroom   

for 2020-2021 

 Mrs Harris/Mrs Edwards Cherry 

Ms Kensit/Mrs Edwards Birch 

Birch 

(Ms Kensit/Mrs Edwards) 

Foundation 

Miss Caudle 

 

Holly 

Year 1 

Cherry 

(Mrs Harris/Mrs Edwards) 

Foundation 

Mrs Silk and Miss Evans 

 

Elder 

Year 1 

Elder 

(Mrs Garbutt/Ms Boaz) 

Year 1 

Miss Hutt 

 

Beech 

Year 2 

Holly 

(Miss Caudle) 

Year 1 

Miss N Smith 

 

Willow 

Year 2 
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Beech 

(Miss Hutt) 

Year 2 

Mrs Gillam and Mrs Stead 

 

Sycamore 

Year 3 

Willow 

(Miss R Smith) 

Year 2 

Miss R Smith 

 

Ash 

Year 3 

Ash 

(Miss N Smith) 

Year 3 

Mrs Dunn and Mrs Rose 

 

Maple 

Year 4 

Sycamore 

(Mrs Gillam/Mrs Stead) 

Year 3 

 Mrs Goodman and Mrs 

Garbutt 

 

Oak 

Year 4 

Oak 

(Mrs Goodman/Miss Evans) 

Year 4 

Miss Joyce 

 

Rowan 

Year 5 

Maple 

(Mrs Dunn/Mrs Rose) 

Year 4 

Miss Biles 

 

Poplar 

Year 5 

Poplar 

(Mr Conway) 

Year 5 

Mr Conway 

 

Hornbeam 

Year 6 

Rowan 

(Mrs Ashton) 

Year 5 

Mrs Ashton 

 

Acacia 

Year 6 

 

In addition to the above, we are fortunate to be able to enrich our offer and support to our 

children through the additional resources and expertise below: 

 
Staff Member Role/Additional role within school 

Miss Malpas Assistant Head – Curriculum Lead 

Mrs Kent Specialist MFL teacher (French) Upper School 

Ms Boaz 
New! Specialist computing and Science teacher 

(temporary for 1 yr) 

Mr Campbell New! Specialist Music teacher (extra half a day week) 

Mrs Barnes and Mrs Hales Forest School leaders 

Mrs Walters Specialist pupil support (maths) 

Mrs Amos New! - ELSA support  

Mr Chadwick PE and Sport CPD/Enrichment 

 

Phase leadership  

Next year will see a slight change in phase leadership structure with Year 1 overseen by Mrs 

Edwards.  This is detailed below.   

  

Foundation & Year 1: Mrs Edwards  

Year 2 & Year 3: Miss Hutt 

Year 4, 5 & 6: Mr Conway 
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Inclusion Lead/SENCo  
As we have previously mentioned, sadly, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Batten at the end 

of this academic year.  She has had an integral role in leading and supporting children, 

parents and staff with her vast knowledge and experience.  We really will miss her.  Mrs 

Heidi Thorne (currently Assistant Head/SENCo at Millbrook) will be taking the reins from 

Mrs Batten, and the post of Assistant Head – SENCo & Inclusion lead at Charlton. This is a         

full-time position, and will be temporary for a year, in the first instance.  Her role will also 

incorporate a weekly timetabled teaching commitment.  We will therefore have two Assistant 

Head Teachers in September, as Miss Malpas continues in her role. 

 

Becoming a Beacon of excellence 
A goal this year has been to review every element of our curriculum to ensure it is carefully 

considered from when the children start in our Foundation right up to the end of Year 6.  Our 

aim is to strengthen our offer further and provide the best and richest curriculum provision 

possible.  We believe strongly that education should not just comprise of knowledge and 

facts. As such, our curriculum is underpinned by four main drivers: wonder, knowledge, 

discovery and responsibility. These drivers inform the way in which our curriculum subjects 

are planned and delivered. Our vision is for children to experience a broad range of subjects, 

knowledge and experiences, in order to prepare them for an ever changing world.  To 

strengthen this offer further, we have appointed additional teachers or 

redeployed existing specialists as outlined above. For more information on each of the 

subjects taught at Charlton please see the curriculum overview pages on our website.  

 

Our school values are well established and are embedded into the culture of 

our school. 

 

These values are explicitly referenced in lessons and, at other times there are implicit 

references. They form the bedrock of positive relations between staff, pupils and the wider 

Charlton community.  

 

We are busy planning for the children’s return in September.  This is potentially challenging, 

given we are awaiting further guidance to be released. As such, we are making plans for a 

number of scenarios to ensure all year groups are able to return to school. We hope that the 

children will be able to enjoy a more settled year next year.  Should measures be completely 

relaxed within the guidance, all children could return as normal, but this is unlikely. The most 

likely plan would involve all year groups coming back each week, for part of the week. 

 

We will share these plans with you as soon as we can, to give you as much notice as possible.  

In the meantime, we are working with our ‘Good Morning Charlton’ presenters to put 

together a transition video for all classes, to enable some virtual transition before September.  

This will include information about which staff will be allocated to classes, how children will 

come into school on their first day back, what their classroom looks like, where they will put 

their belongings and routes to key places around the school.  These will remain on the school 

website for the duration of the summer break so that they are accessible at any time. 
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Staff are also now putting the finishing touches to children’s end of year reports.  These 

would normally be handed to the children to bring home.  As this is not possible, they will be 

delivered to your homes during the week beginning 15th July. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
SRose                                 

 

Mr Steven Rose           Mrs Michelle Rooke 

Executive Head Teacher                     Head of School 
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