
Become a governor at Charlton Primary School 

Do you believe that every child, regardless of background and circumstances, deserves an 

excellent education? 

Do you want to help make this happen, and be part of an inclusive and committed team of 

governors? 

Our Local Governing Body shares a common purpose of continually improving the 

educational experience for all children at our school, and we believe we make the 

strongest contribution when our team is comprised of governors with a diverse range of 

experiences and backgrounds. 

Why become a governor – 2 minute video 

About the school  

Charlton Primary School is a member of the Vale Academy Trust, a family of state-funded 

primary and secondary schools, all located in south Oxfordshire.  The Trust is a ‘Multi-

Academy Trust’, or MAT, and as such provides non-selective education for children in the 

catchment areas served by its schools. You can find out more on the school website. 

Charlton Primary website 

Ofsted information 

The Local Governing Body 

The Local Governing Body (LGB) of Charlton is comprised of 1 staff governor, 2 parent 

governors, and 5 director-appointed governors.  The current vacancy is ‘director-appointed’ 

and refers to governors that are officially appointed by the Board of the Trust, rather than 

through parent or staff elections.  

What does the LGB do? 

The LGB has three core functions: 

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction for the school. 

2. Holding the Headteacher to account for both the educational performance of the 

school and the performance management of staff. 

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is 

well spent. 

Our aim is to become a top-performing governing body, able to support the vision to 

become a top-performing school.  It is an exciting time to join us.  A governor must be age 

18 or over, but aside from this legal requirement we welcome applications from all persons 

and we will not discriminate on grounds of age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage 

and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, or sexual 

orientation.  

https://youtu.be/i06ESSQCMv4
https://charltonprimary.com/
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/140237/charlton-primary-school/primary


Do I need education sector experience or have children at the school to be a governor? 

Absolutely not.  Most of our governors don’t have children at the school and have no 

background in education.  You do need to be committed to the school, willing to ask 

questions and offer appropriate support and challenge to the Headteacher.  As well as the 

support you’ll get from fellow governors, the Trust runs a full programme of induction, 

training and tools, and provides ongoing assistance from our dedicated governance team, all 

designed to help make being a governor a rewarding experience. 

How much time would I have to commit? 

Governors are expected to attend 6 evening meetings of the LGB each year – these typically 

last around 2 hours each.  We also encourage every governor to take a lead role in some 

areas of school activity, which can be arranged at a time to suit you and the school.  In 

addition, the Trust runs governance development sessions on about 4 evenings each year 

and encourages all governors to attend as many as possible. 

During Covid-19 restrictions all meetings are held remotely via the Internet. 

 

I’m interested.  What next? 

In the first instance, please make contact with Vicky Roberts, our Head of Governance, for 

an informal chat on the phone or in person.  Vicky will connect you with the Chair of 

Charlton LGB to move things forward. 

Contact Vicky: vroberts@vale-academy.org or 07387 019 785 

 

 

 

Charlton Primary School 

Be happy   Be kind   Be responsible 

Did you know? 

If you’re an employee, you may have the right to ask for time off to fulfil some 

of your school governor activities.  We can help if you want guidance on this.  

mailto:vroberts@vale-academy.org

